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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Okay, are we on?

MS. DILLON: Yes.

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Okay.

Please take notice that on February 18th,
—-—- Tuesday, February 18, 2020, at 4:30 p.m., a
Regular Meeting is scheduled for the Union City
Redevelopment Agency to be held in the Municipal
Court Room, located at City Hall, 3715 Palisade
Avenue, Union City, New Jersey.

Please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was

said by all.)

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Adequate notice
of this meeting has been provided as follows:

Notice of this meeting setting forth the
time, date, location and the agenda, to the

extent known, was forwarded to The Jersey

Journal, The Record, and The Hudson Reporter, has

been posted on the bulletin board in City Hall
and has been made available to the public of the
Office of the Municipal Clerk.

I’”11 pass it over to Michael.

MR. WILKOS: Yes.
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Thank you.

ROLL CALL:

MR. WILKOS:

We’ll start with roll —-- roll

call just for the record.

Chairman Fernandez?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Here.

MR. WILKOS:

Vice Chairman Casper?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Here.

MR. WILKOS:

absent.

Commissioner

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

Commissioner Izquierdo is

Festa?

FESTA: Here.
Commissioner Bonito?
BONITO: Here.
Commissioner Vallejo?
VALLEJO: Here.

And we do have a gquorum.

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF

JANUARY 21, 2020:

MR. WILKOS:

So we can proceed to agenda

item number 1, which is Approval of the Minutes
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from the Meeting of January 21st, 2020.

Lady has provided a copy of those Minutes
if you’d like to see them.

And is there a motion for that item?

COMMISSTIONER FESTA: Motion.

MR. WILKOS: Motion by Commissioner Festa.

Is there a second?

VICE CHATIRMAN CASPER: Second.

MR. WILKOS: Second by Vice Chairman
Casper.

Chairman Fernandez?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Vice Chairman Casper?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Izquierdo is
absent.

Commissioner Festa?

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Bonito?

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Vallejo?

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: All right.

The ayes have it.

And those Minutes are approved.
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2. RESOLUTION TO HIRE AN ACCOUNTANT OR

ACCOUNTING FIRM TO PROVIDE AUDITING SERVICES:

MR. WILKOS: Item number 2 on the agenda is
a Resolution to Hire an Accountant or Accounting
Firm to Provide Auditing Services.

So we’re hiring them in 2020 to do the 2019
Audit. And a copy of that Resolution is in your
packet.

This was posted by the City Clerk. This
was advertised and there was one applicant; the
firm of Donohue Gironda Doria and Tomkins. And
that is who, by law, we were going to award that
to because they’re the only ones who applied
quite frankly.

MR. NG: No problem.

MR. WILKOS: So is —-- 1is there a motion for
that item?

COMMISSTIONER FESTA: Motion.

MR. WILKOS: Motion by Commissioner Festa.

Is there a second?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Second.

MR. WILKOS: Second by Vice Chairman

Casper.
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MR. NG:

that we’ve been using.

They —--

Exactly.

No problem.

So it’s —--

MR. WILKOS:
it each year.
MR. NG: Yeah.
MR. WILKOS:
MR. NG:
MR. WILKOS:
that they -—-
MR. NG: Yeah.

MR. WILKOS:

MR. NG:

MR. WILKOS:

-—- they applied, --

Okay.

-— you know.

Chairman Fernandez?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ :

MR. WILKOS:

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER:

MR. WILKOS:

absent.

Commissioner

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

Yes.

Vice Chairman Casper?

Commissioner

Festa?
FESTA: Yes.
Commissioner
BONITO:

Commissioner

VALLEJO:

Yes.

Yes.

Izgquierdo

Bonito?

Vallejo?

Yes.

But this is the same company that

they typically do do

is

7

it’s not a surprise
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MR. WILKOS: All right.
The ayes have it.

And that Resolution passes as well.

3. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT

OF CLAIMS:

MR. WILKOS: Item number 3 on the agenda is
Approval and Ratification of Prior Payment of
Claims.

You have a copy of that item as well.

Is there a motion for that item?

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Motion.

MR. WILKOS: Motion by Commissioner Festa.

Is there a second?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Second.

MR. WILKOS: Second by Vice Chairman
Casper.

Chairman Fernandez?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Vice Chairman Casper?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Izquierdo is
absent.

Commissioner Festa?
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4.

COMMISSTIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Bonito?
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Vallejo?
COMMISSTIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: All right.

The ayes have it.

That item passes as well.

APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

MR. WILKOS: And item number 4 is Approval

for the Payment of Bills and Preparation of

Checks.

Is there a motion for that item?
COMMISSTIONER FESTA: Motion.

MR. WILKOS: Motion by Commissioner Festa.
Is there a second?

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: I’11 second it.

MR. WILKOS: Second by Commissioner Bonito.
Chairman Fernandez?

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Vice Chairman Casper?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Yes.
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MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Izqguierdo is

absent.
Commissioner Festa?
COMMISSTIONER FESTA: Yes.
MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Bonito?
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.
MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Vallejo?
COMMISSTIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. WILKOS: All right.
The ayes have that.

And that item passes as well.

5. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:

MR. WILKOS: Item number 5 on the agenda 1is
a Report on the Status of Projects.

I wanted to Jjust give you a brief update
that Kennedy -- Kennedy and I have been looking
into the 2704 Kennedy Boulevard project.

And I did talk to the redeveloper’s
attorney and she gave me a little bit of update
about what’s happening at the Planning Board.

And I’ve been informed that City Planner
recommended certain changes to the redevelopment

plan that would permit, essentially, the
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commercial use of the hotel in that area. And T

understand that it is unanimously approved by the
Planning Board.

Correct me if I’m wrong.

And I understand that the -- the next step
is for it to go to the Mayor and Commissioners.
It has to be adopted as an Ordinance. So there
will be a first reading before there’s a final
adoption.

And if that is approved, then we can go to
the next step, which is really the redeveloper
finalizing the plans. That’s something that
they’ re working on already, according to the
attorney.

And she represented that they would be able
to submit something soon following the
Commissioner approval; if the Commissioners do,
in fact, approve the modifications to the
redevelopment plan.

MR. NG: Did -- did she mention when they
are planning to present it to the Commissioners?

MR. WILKOS: I —— I believe —-- well, it has
to be two meetings. So I don’t know if it will
be on the agenda for the next meeting.

I would guess sometime in March would
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probably -- by the end of March you would

probably have both of those approvals from the
Commissioners. Again, if they decide to do it.
They can —--

MR. NG: Yeah.

MR. WILKOS: -— they can easily go the
other --

MR. NG: There’s any —--

MR. WILKOS: -- way and vote it down.

MR. NG: —-— there’s any conflicts of —-- of
interest?

Because the Chairman Fernandez is -- belong

to this Board and then he belongs to the
Commissioners, too.

There’s any conflict between that?

MR. WILKOS: I don’t see a conflict at --
at this time.

Obviously, --

MR. NG: How come?

MR. WILKOS: Obviously, we’ll have to look
at the application when it comes before us again
—-—- the plans. I’11 evaluate it again once that
happens.

But at this time I don’t -- I don’t see a

conflict for the Chairman.
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CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ :

from one or the other.

MR. NG: Okay.

MR. WILKOS: You -—-
could, --

MR. NG: Yeah.

MR. WILKOS: -—

MR. NG: Yeah.

MR. WILKOS: —-=

Absolutely. Yeah.

MR. NG:

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ :
do it just in case.

MR. NG: Yeah.
CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ :
MR. NG: Be sure --

Chairman,
lawyer in your --

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ :

MR. NG: Okay.

You should ask him.
lawyer just to —--—

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:
to avoid

MR. NG: ——

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ :

you could -—-

Yeah.

be sure ask your --

13
I can always recuse

you

if that were —-

necessary.

It will be a good practice.

I will. In fact,

Right.

who 1s the

Angelo.

Sometimes the other

Yeah. Yeah.

any, -—-

You’re right.
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MR. NG: -— you know, misunderstanding.

MR. WILKOS: Certainly. Certainly. Yeah.
And that’s —-

COMMISSTIONER VALLEJO: Even though they’re
probably good with three.

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yeah, they can —-

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Even somebody vote
it down.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yeah.

MS. DILLON: I'm sorry, Commissioner, speak
up please.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: I say they need only
three votes in order to approve any new item on
the agenda for the Commissioners.

MR. WILKOS: Right.

So you could obviously —-- you could do it
two ways.

You could recuse yourself there, --

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Right.

MR. WILKOS: -— 1if -- if there’s a need for
that, as per the -- the City Attorney.

Or, if there’s an application that comes
here, we’ll —-- we’ll look at it then, you can
recuse yourself then.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Yeah.
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MR. WILKOS: So you can kind of do it

either or --

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Yeah.

MR. WILKOS: -- and/or both if you’d like.

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ : Yeah.

MR. WILKOS: So that’s the —-- that’s the
status on that one.

I'm -—- I'm still exploring the status of
the Yardley project.

My notes —-- we did have contact with the --
the attorney for the City who is handling the
project from the City’s perspective. And,
essentially, he understands it to be dormant.

I’'m going to reach out again to the
attorney for the redeveloper to see what’s going
on.

My understanding is that they’'re -- we’re
really kind of towards —-- I guess towards the end
of the negotiations concerning the redeveloper
agreement; different visions for the project.
And, obviously, affordable housing was a concern.
And it’s something that I’11 continue to follow
up on.

I'm sorry that I don’t have a greater

update for you but it is still -- I would
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categorize the status as dormant and perhaps that

will change soon; -—-

MR. NG: Yeah.

MR. WILKOS: —-— perhaps not.
But that’s the update on -- on the Yardley
project.

MR. NG: Yup.
Michael, going back a little bit to the

2704 Kennedy Boulevard.

(Whereupon, Commissioner Wilmer Izgquierdo

arrived at 4:39 p.m.)

MR. WILKOS: Yes.

MR. NG: And I know probably the majority
of the members of this Board were not part of
this Board when we did the high school project.

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Excuse me?

Just let the record show that at 4:39
Commissioner Wilmer Izquierdo has joined us.

MR. NG: Just —-- just let me mention this.

We used to meet a little later —-- bit later
than 4:30 because the Administration wants the
public to —-—- to comment and come when -- when we

have a project in progress.
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So at the end of the high school, --

I don’t know if you remember, Chairman, --

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Yeah.

MR. NG: —-— that we used to meet at 12.
Because the —-- they were just ending the school
and nobody, you know, show up.

But I guess if the hotel is a reality and
they start building the hotel, we will have --
you know, from outside the public and probably we
have to adjust the time of the meeting a little
later.

Just —-- not now but Jjust so you know.
Because I know —-— I know that —-- that’s the —--
that’s the best thing to do.

We don’t want —-- Jjust four o’clock is early
for people that work and they finish by five, by
six.

It’s the same thing that the Board of
Education that we put a little later so people
can come and --

MR. WILKOS: Absolutely.

And, certainly, if there is a desire to
hear more from the public —--

Big projects like this do tend to elicit a

certain response from the public, whether good or
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-— positive or negative, right, for the project.

So, that’s something that we have complete
control of.

You know, if we’d like to open it up more
towards the public, allow those working people to
come after work, you can certainly adopt a
Resolution to move the meeting later, you know,
when -- when that time comes.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: If everything go --
go through -- you know, through the Board of
Commissioners and they go to the Planning Board,
the neighborhood will be notified --

MR. WILKOS: That’s —-

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: -— and will be
publish, you know. And then they will have the
opportunity just to attend the meeting to --

That how —-

MR. NG: Yeah.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: -— every single
application —--

MR. WILKOS: That -- that is a good point.

So there’s really —- the Commissioner is
alluding to, they could -- they could get notice
from the Planning Board, certainly, the -- the

people in the area.
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COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Within 200.

MR. WILKOS: And, you know, they could -—-
they could be represented there. They could also
attend meeting of the Mayor and Commissioners,
too, and -- and make their voice known on the
amendment of the redevelopment plan.

MR. NG: Yeah.

MR. WILKOS: So there’s really multiple —-

MR. NG: Yeah. The reason I'm saying is
because I have the experience when the -- when
the high school was in progress that the
Administration want the public to attend to our
meetings in case they —-- they want to comment.
But they don’t want like Jjust we having just
meeting for -- for us.

You know, Jjust an idea, you know.

MR. WILKOS: Absolutely, yeah.

And then the other thing I’ve seen done,
too, 1is, you know, you could certainly adjust the
meeting schedule. You could also allow them to
write in letters or emails or something --

MR. NG: Of course.

MR. WILKOS: -— like that and we can read
it into the record.

MR. NG: Of course.
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MR. WILKOS: So that’s --

MR. NG: Okay.

MR. WILKOS: —-— that’s another option that
we have, too.

MR. NG: And that’s for the future. I'm
not talking about 1like --

MR. WILKOS: Yeah.

MR. NG: -— next week, next month. So —-—

MR. WILKOS: Absolutely.

So I -——- I think it’s a great idea and --

MR. NG: Um—-hum.

MR. WILKOS: —-- something definitely to
keep in mind as -- as we proceed.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Just a refreshment of
memory, the Yardley project includes the former

Blue Chapel?

MR. WILKOS: It -- it -- it was to include
it.

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: Um-hum.

MR. WILKOS: And from my understanding one
of the issues was could they —-- could they keep
it, renovate it, and include afford-- affordable

housing there.
COMMISSTIONER BONITO: Um—hum.

MR. WILKOS: And that was maybe one of the
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sticking points in the negotiation.

Because, essentially, when you’re talking
about that, to -- to rehabilitate that and -- and
convert it and -- and preserve it but also
convert it into affordable housing, would take a
long time and take a lot of money as well.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Um—-hum.

MR. WILKOS: So that’s kind of where the
trail went cold so-to-speak at least from --

MR. NG: Yeah.

MR. WILKOS: —-— what I could see from the
notes.

MR. NG: Yeah.

MR. WILKOS: But you’re absolutely right,
it was inclusive of the -- the Blue Chapel
project.

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: And let me say for
the record, respectfully to Commissioner
Fernandez, I would be in a similar
position/situation, if you will, if a vote had to
be taken which was specific to the —-- the
Dominican Monastery property. I may have to
recuse myself because of my own affiliation with
the Dominican Order property.

And I -- and —-- and -- and I would
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recognize that when the time comes.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: But the Blue Chapel
is private.

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ : It’s privately owned.
There’s no conflict with you.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: There’s no conflict.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Because it’s privately
owned.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: I know, they sold it.
The Dominican Order sold it.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yeah.

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: Yeah.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ : So there’s no
conflict.

MR. WILKOS: Understood. Yeah.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ : You have to be —-- they
-— 1if they -- if you were affiliated with them
and they still owned, they we were doing
something with it, then you’d have to recuse.

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: But they no longer
own it.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: But they don’t own it.

MR. WILKOS: Yeah.

So I -- I guess as —-- as that project

progresses, --—
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COMMISSIONER BONITO: Thank you for the

clarification, sir.
MR. WILKOS: Well, as the project

progresses, 1if it does at all quite frankly,

right, that’s -- that’s a bridge that we can
cross when —-- when we get to it.
Because under ——- I -- I don’t see a

conflict right now but under some circumstances
of the project and what -- what might be done to
the property, there could be a conflict, you
know.

And my philosophy is, if you think there’s
a conflict, just recuse yourself. It’s not going
to hurt anybody if you recuse yourself, you know,
rather than vote and then jeopardize the vote.

You know, so that’s something that we -—-

COMMISSIONER BONITO: We’ll cross that

bridge when we arrive at it.

MR. WILKOS: -— we can —-- we can explore
it —-

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: Yeah. Yeah.

MR. WILKOS: —-— for sure.

But that’s kind of my philosophy on —-- on
recusals and -- and possible conflict of
interest. Just kind of err on the side of
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caution.

good.

Right?

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Um-hum.

Thank you.

MR. WILKOS: Of course.

Is there any —-- anything else that --

MR. NG: No, other than that, you know, I'm

MR. WILKOS: All right.
Any —-- anybody else?
Okay.

Is there a motion to accept the Report of

the Status of Projects?

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Motion.

MR. WILKOS: Motion by Chairman Fernandez.
Is there a second?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Second.
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Second.

MR. WILKOS: Second by Commissioner Festa.
Chairman Fernandez?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Vice Chairman Casper?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Izguierdo?

COMMISSIONER IZQUIERDO: Yes.
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MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Festa?

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Bonito?
COMMISSTIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Vallejo?
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: All right.

They ayes have it.

PUBLIC COMMENT :

MR. WILKOS: We’re in the Public Comment

portion of the meeting.

topic

Anybody can come forward and speak on any
that they’d like.

Seeing none.

Is there a motion to close?

MR. NG: Not vyet.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Motion.

MR. WILKOS: Motion by Chairman Fernandez.
Is there a second?

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Second.

MR. WILKOS: Second by Commissioner Festa.
Chairman Fernandez?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Yes.
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MR. WILKOS:

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER:

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

26

Vice Chairman Casper?

Commissioner
IZQUIERDO:

Commissioner
FESTA:

Yes.

Commissioner

BONITO: Yes.

Commissioner

Yes.

Izquierdo?

Yes.

Festa?

Bonito?

Vallejo?

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. WILKOS: All right.

And Public Comment portion is closed.
7. OTHER BUSINESS:

MR. WILKOS: Is there any Other Business or
anything that we need to discuss or consider?

MR. NG: Let me Jjust ask Lady if he -- if
she have heard anything about the new —-- new
member?

And I know that we need a -- I don’t know
if the Mayor have to appoint -—-

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: No, we haven’t --
I haven’t heard anything.

I know that the Administration was still
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reviewing, I’m assuming, candidates but I haven’t

heard anything about who might be assigned.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Mr. Chairman, --

MR. NG: Thank you.

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: -—- i1if I may on that
note? I’m glad it came up.

For the record, may I mention that I -- I
did speak to two members of the Union City
community who have expressed interest. And I
will explore that as we go along the road.

So —-—

MR. WILKOS: Understood.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: For the record.

MR. WILKOS: And I would -- in -- in that
event, I would just -- if you do have —-- 1f they
do have interest and there’s someone that you’d
like to recommend, really I would do that through
the -- through the Mayor’s office. And -- and --

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: Certainly.

MR. WILKOS: —-— possibly even through the
City Clerk who can —-

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Certainly.

MR. WILKOS: -—- who can relay that to the
Mayor.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Absolutely.
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MR. WILKOS: Because, ultimately, he’s —-

he’s going to be the one —--
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Correct.

MR. WILKOS: -- making that appointment.
COMMISSTIONER BONITO: And I would
respectfully recommend the —-- the person to the

Mavyor.
MR. WILKOS: Absolutely. Correct.

Very good.

ADJOURNMENT :

MR. WILKOS: If there’s no Other Business,
is there a motion to adjourn?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Motion.

MR. WILKOS: Motion by Chairman Fernandez.

COMMISSTIONER TZQUIERDO: Second.

MR. WILKOS: Second by Commissioner
Izgquierdo.

Chairman Fernandez?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Vice Chairman Casper?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Izguierdo?

COMMISSIONER IZQUIERDO: Yes.
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MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Festa®

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Bonito?

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Vallejo?
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: All right.

The meeting is adjourned.

Thank you and --

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Thank you.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Good evening,

everybody.

(Whereupon, the proceedings were concluded

at 4:47 p.m.)
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