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MEMBERS PREGSENT:
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EVA FESTA, COMMISSIONER
WILMER IZQUIERDO, COMMISSIONER
CARLOS VALLEJO, COMMISSIONER

PAUL CASPER, VICE CHATIRMAN
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MEMBERS ABSENT:

AL SO PREGSENT:

LADY JIMENEZ-TORRES,
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KENNEDY NG, Executive Director



AL S O PRESENT: Continued...

FLORIO, KENNY, RAVAL, LLP

BY: MICHAEL T. WILKOS, ESQ.
ALEXANDER J. CORRADO, ESQ.

Board Attorneys



CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL

AGENDA

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
MEETING OF JULY 21, 2020 (TABLED)

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS
AND PREPARATION OF CHECKS

5. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS
6. PUBLIC COMMENT
7. OTHER BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT
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MR. NG: So, we’re ready/

MS. DILLON: Yes.

On the record.

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Okay.

Please take notice that on Tuesday,
September 15, 2020, at 4:30 p.m., a Regular
Meeting is scheduled for the Union City
Redevelopment Agency to be held in the Media Room
of the Union City High School located at 2500
John F. Kennedy Boulevard, Union City, New
Jersey.

Everyone in attendance will be required to
wear a mask and keep a safe social distance.

Residents who wish to submit public
comments in writing, rather than in person, may
direct them to the Board Secretary via email at

ljimenez@ucnj.com at least two hours prior to the

meeting. The comments/questions must include the
individual’s name and address, which will be read
into the record.

Please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was

said by all.)
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Adequate notice
of this meeting has been provided as follows:

Notice of this meeting setting forth the
time, date, location and the agenda, to the

extent known, was forwarded to The Jersey

Journal, The Record and The Hudson Reporter, has

been posted in the bulletin board at City Hall,
has been made available to the public in the
Office of Municipal Clerk.
I’11 pass it over to Michael, at this time.
MR. WILKOS: Thank you, Lady.

And good afternoon, Commissioners.

ROLL CALL:

MR. WILKOS: We’ll start with roll call.
Chairman Fernandez?

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Here.

MR. WILKOS: Vice Chair Casper?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Here.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Izguierdo?
COMMISSIONER IZQUIERDO: Here.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Festa?
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Here.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Bonito?
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COMMISSTONER BONITO: Here.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Vallejo?
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Here.

MR. WILKOS: All right.

We have a full guorum.

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF

JULY 21, 2020 (TABLED):

MR. WILKOS: So we can proceed to agenda
item number 1.

Now, this is approval of the meeting -—-
meeting minutes from July 21st, 2020.

We don’t have a copy of those minutes for
you to -- to review today.

So, what I would recommend is a motion to
table and address this at the October meeting.

Is —- is there such a motion?

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Motion.

MR. WILKOS: Motion by Chairman Fernandez.

Is there a second?

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Second.

MR. WILKOS: Second by Commissioner Bonito.

Chairman Fernandez?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Yes.
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MR. WILKOS:

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER:

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

That —-- that

October meeting.

CLAIMS:

MR. WILKOS:

Vice Chair Casper?

Commissioner

IZQUIERDO:

Commissioner

FESTA: Yes.

Commissioner

BONITO: Yes.

Commissioner

Yes.

Izquierdo?

Yes.

Festa?

Bonito?

Vallejo?

VALLEJO: Yes.

All right.

item is tabled until the

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF

Number 2 on the agenda is a

resolution is in your packet.

resolution regarding the Approval and

Ratification of Prior Payment of Claims; that

Is there a motion for that item?

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

FESTA:

Motion.

Motion by Commissioner Festa.

Is there a second?
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VICE CHATIRMAN CASPER: Second.

MR. WILKOS: Second by Vice Chairman
Casper.

Chairman Fernandez?

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ : Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Vice Chairman Casper?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Izquierdo?

COMMISSTIONER TIZQUIERDO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Festa?

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Bonito?

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Vallejo?

COMMISSTIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: All right.

The ayes have it, and that item passes, as

well.

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

MR. WILKOS: Item number 3 on the agenda is
a resolution regarding the Approval for the

Payment of Bills and the Preparation of Checks;
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that resolution’s in your packet.

well.

Is there a motion for that item?

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

FESTA: Motion.

Motion by Commissioner Festa.

Is there a second?

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ:

MR. WILKOS:

Second.

Second by Chairman Fernandez.

Chairman Fernandez?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ :

MR. WILKOS:

VICE CHATIRMAN CASPER:

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

The ayes have it;

Yes.

Vice Chairman Casper?
Yes.
Commissioner Izquierdo?
IZQUIERDO: Yes.
Commissioner Festa?
FESTA: Yes.
Commissioner Bonito?
BONITO: Yes.
Commissioner Vallejo?
VALLEJO: Yes.
All right.

that item passes, as

4. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:
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10
MR. WILKOS: Item number 4 on the agenda is

a Report on the Status of Projects.

Not much has changed since our July
meeting, where I updated you on two projects.

One being the PBG Realty project and the
other one being the 2704 Kennedy Boulevard
project.

With respect to the PBG Realty project, I
did reach out to the attorney who is representing
the developer. And as you may recall, they were
contemplating a certain sale of the project to
another person, who wished to buy it and complete
the redeveloper’s obligations under the
redevelopment agreement.

Under that agreement, UCRA has to sign off
on it, quite frankly.

Right?

So, the attorney has not gotten back to me
on that. Last we did speak, she was going to
send over certain financial information so that
we can better evaluate the position of the buyer,
or can they actually step into the shoes.

So, no change on that one to report since
the July meeting.

With respect to the other one, 2704 Kennedy
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11
Boulevard, that is also in the same status.

So, during the last meeting I advised you
that they —-- the developer, the —-- the proposed
redeveloper is still contacting with the
Administration.

The key here is that obviously everything
was all aligned for the hotel project, right, and
then Coronavirus hit, and now hotels are not at
the -- at -- right now, as a desirable project as
they were prior to Coronavirus. So, they cannot
find a partner to partner with them on the hotel.

So, i1t’s almost been put on pause and the
redeveloper is evaluating how do they want to
proceed. Obviously, when it first came to us, it
was a high rise condo project.

Right?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Right.

MR. WILKOS: And then, essentially, the
Administration was exploring amending that, maybe
allowing the hotel, things like that. So, still
the same status quo on that as reported in July.
I’ve reached out; if any more information comes
in, I’11 let you know, gquite frankly. But I —-—- I
think they’re -- I think it’s going to be back to

the drawing board on that one.
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Kennedy, that’s -- that is the only updates

I have to share.

MR. NG: Yeah, what will be the —-- the next
step if they are thinking to reverse the -- the
plans for —-- to be apartments now?

MR. WILKOS: So —-—

MR. NG: They —-- they got to go to Planning
Board or they have to come back to -- for the
redevelopment plans?

MR. WILKOS: Yeah. So, I think technically
what —-- what needs to happen, because the
governing body was considering a proposal to
amend the redevelopment plan to permit the hotel.

MR. NG: Yes. I remember.

MR. WILKOS: Right?

Because obviously they were studying that
anyway. And they looked at it, and they said,
well, a high rise condo doesn’t make sense in the
Roosevelt Stadium Redevelopment Plan.

MR. NG: Um hum.

MR. WILKOS: Right?

This is a school area. It doesn’t make
sense for that.

Right?

So, essentially, they were looking for that
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anyway. What would need to happen is, they would

need to complete that study and the redevelopment
plan. And then, that would give guidance to the
redeveloper, what can be built there.

But you’re right, they might have to go
back to the drawing board, start over with the
new plans.

MR. NG: That’s what I think.

MR. WILKOS: And -- and all -- all is going
to depend on the outcome of that study.

MR. NG: Um hum.

MR. WILKOS: And what is recommended by the

Planning Board and what is actually put into

effect --
MR. NG: Do you remember --
MR. WILKOS: -—- by the governing body.
MR. NG: —-—- how many apartments we were

talking about by the first project?
THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: It was over 300.
MR. NG: Over 20072
MR. WILKOS: It -- it was substantial.
MR. NG: Yeah.
MR. WILKOS: It was substantial, yeah.
MR. NG: And -- and they were --

MR. WILKOS: That sounds about right.
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MR. NG: -— they were too high, yeah?

MR. WILKOS: It -—— it was very high.
Exactly. Exactly.

And obviously, the hotel project, a little
bit different. You know, a little more of a

beneficial impact to the community, in terms of -

MR. NG: Um hum.

MR. WILKOS: -— jobs and bringing in
people. But Coronavirus, unfortunately, has —--
has changed some of that. Hopefully --
hopefully, it rebounds. Hopefully, it changes
for the better. But -- but that’s the update,
unfortunately, for -- for right now.

MR. NG: Okay.

Do you have any other information for the
other project, Yardley?

MR. WILKOS: No new information to -—-

MR. NG: No new?

MR. WILKOS: -—- report on that.
MR. NG: Can we —— can you communicate with
the -- probably, I don't know who is the lawyer

representing the PBG, the Yardley project, but I
believe the Scarinci firm, they were fully

involved on that.
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MR. WILKOS: Yup.

MR. NG: And they have all the data.

MR. WILKOS: Exactly.

MR. NG: I remember when Mr. Yanotchko was
here.

MR. WILKOS: Um hum.

MR. NG: He —-- we —-- we were like every
week meeting with the different -- you know,

developers, the lawyers from the City, and at
least to —-- to know the status if it’s going to
be real or the project disappear?

MR. WILKOS: Yeah.

MR. NG: So we can share the information
next meeting with the Commissioners.

MR. WILKOS: Certainly.

And when -- when we did reach out and maybe
it has changed in the last couple of months, but
when we did reach out, there’s still interest,
right, on both parts -—-

MR. NG: Um hum.

MR. WILKOS: -- on the Administration and -
- and the redeveloper. But it just hasn’t —--
hasn’t happened, and I got the vibe that there
might be a financial underlying reason as to why

it’s not moving forward. But I’11 reach out.
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I’11 see exactly what the issue is and -- and we

can —-- we can prepare a —-
MR. NG: Yeah.
MR. WILKOS: —-— more —-- more thorough
report on that.

MR. NG: Chairman Fernandez, have you heard

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ : Nothing.

MR. NG: -- anything about that project?

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Nothing.

I see they have a for rent sign, like
they’re renting out spaces in there.

MR. NG: Oh, renting spaces? Oh.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ : So I don't know if
they’re moving to do anything else, because I see
that they have a sign outside, I was coming up
from Hoboken the other day, they had a spaces for
rent.

MR. NG: Okay. Interesting.

MR. WILKOS: And -- and sometimes, that --
that could suggest certain things —--

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yeah.

MR. WILKOS: —-— about financial conditions
and situations.

MR. NG: Well, but --
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MR. WILKOS: Which I don't want to put on

the record.
MR. NG: But —- (indiscernible) —-- and
because we —-- we are so many years talking about

a project, and then, out of the blue, disappear,

at least to —— we —-- we can know the status.
MR. WILKOS: It —— it is -- I will say it
is unusual as to why -- why would that happen.

It is very unusual.

MR. NG: Okay.

MR. WILKOS: Yeah.

MR. NG: Not a problem.

MR. WILKOS: And -- and Kennedy, if I can
address this too?

It’s not really a —-—- a project, but my
colleague, Alex Corrado, is with us today.

MR. NG: Okay.

MR. WILKOS: You know, he —-- he has
planning and zoning experience. And the reason
he’s here is my wife is going to be giving birth
to our daughter in just a few weeks.

MR. NG: Congratulations.

MR. WILKOS: So, I’'m going to be relying on
Alex to -- to step up, to fill -- to fill this

role and —-- and to take care of that, as well.
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MR. NG: Well, that’s good.

MR. WILKOS: So -- so, that’s why he’s
here.

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ : Congratulations.

MR. WILKOS: But I’'m still with the firm
and available, and obviously, to —-- to help
continue.

MR. NG: Yeah. Now your life going to
start.

MR. WILKOS: Exactly. Exactly. But this
is -- 1is Alex. And I’'1l1l circulate his contact

information, Jjust so everyone -—-—

MR. NG: That’s good.

MR. WILKOS: -— will have it, as well.

MR. NG: That’s good.

MR. WILKOS: So —- is there anything else,
Kennedy, that --

MR. NG: ©No, about projects, no.

But I have other -- one more item to
probably --

MR. WILKOS: Okay. So —-—

MR. NG: —-—- discuss.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: So, I make a motion to
accept the status of projects.

MR. WILKOS: Thank —-- thank you, Chairman.
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So moved.

Is there a second?

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Second.

MR. WILKOS: All right. Second by
Commissioner Festa.

Chairman Fernandez?

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Vice Chairman Casper?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Izguierdo?

COMMISSIONER TIZQUIERDO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Festa?

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Bonito?

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: Commissioner Vallejo?

COMMISSTIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: All right.

The ayes have it and the report is

accepted.

5. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION:

MR. WILKOS: Item number 5 on the agenda is

the Public Comment Portion, when anyone can come




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Seeing none.

20

forward and speak about anything they wish.

Is there a motion to close?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Motion.

MR. WILKOS:

Motion by Chairman Fernandez.

Is there a second?

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

Izguierdo.

IZQUIERDO: Second.

Second by Commissioner

Chairman Fernandez?

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ : Yes.

MR. WILKOS:

Vice Chairman Casper?

VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Yes.

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

Commissioner Izquierdo?
IZQUIERDO: Yes.
Commissioner Festa?
FESTA: Yup.
Commissioner Bonito?
BONITO: Yes.
Commissioner Vallejo?
VALLEJO: Yes.

All right.

The ayes have it and public portion is

closed.
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7. OTHER BUSINESS:

MR. WILKOS: And —-- and Kennedy, this is —--
this is where --

MR. NG: Oh, okay. Okay.

MR. WILKOS: —-—- whatever other business
you’d like to share.

MR. NG: I think the only thing that we
should -- Lady, remember that we missing one more
member.

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Yes.

MR. NG: I sent note, like couple months
ago, to the Mayor and I know he’s being busy with
the COVID and everything, can we search a little
bit if he has somebody in mind?

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Yeah. I711
follow up with him.

MR. NG: Please?

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Yeah. I did
leave a message for him before. I think this was
for our meeting in July, but you know how --—

MR. NG: Um hum.

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: -— he’s dealing
with a lot —-

MR. NG: Um hum. -—--
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY: —-— of other

issues. But I’'ll remind him again.

Okay?

MR. NG: Yeah.

Thank you.

Other than that, I think we good.

MR. WILKOS: Okay.

Anybody else has anything to -- to share or
any other business that this Board should
consider?

COMMISSTIONER BONITO: If I might, fellow
Commissioners, just take a moment to thank you
for your services, diligent as they are, keeping
us fully updated in all aspects of development
and the legalities of it.

And to welcome aboard your new colleague
and looking forward to a good, fruitful working
relationship moving forward.

MR. WILKOS: Thank you, Commissioner.

Thank you wvery much.

MR. CORRADO: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: You’ re welcome.

ADJOURNMENT :
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CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: I’11 make a motion
adjourn.

MR. WILKOS: All right.
Motion to adjourn.
Is there a second?
COMMISSIONER IZQUIERDO: Second.
MR. WILKOS: Second by Commissioner
Izguierdo.

And the motion was made by Chairman
Fernandez.

Chairman Fernandez?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.
MR. WILKOS: Vice Chairman Casper?
VICE CHAIRMAN CASPER: Yes.
MR. WILKOS:

Commissioner Izquierdo?

COMMISSIONER IZQUIERDO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

COMMISSIONER

MR. WILKOS:

Commissioner
FESTA: Yes.
Commissioner

BONITO:

Commissioner

Yes.

Festa?

Bonito?

Vallejo?

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. WILKOS: All right.

The ayes have it and the meeting is

adjourned.

23
to
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Thank you Commissioners.

(Whereupon, the proceedings were concluded

at 4:49 p.m.)
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY:

COUNTY OF ESSEX :

I, DEBRA A. KASZNIAK, assigned transcriber,
do hereby affirm that the foregoing is a true and
accurate transcript in the matter of the REGULAR
MEETING of the UNION CITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
heard on Tuesday, September 15, 2020 and

digitally recorded.

Monitored and proofread by: Deborah Dillon




