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MR. NG:  Good afternoon, everybody.  As, 

you know, Lady Jimenez, our board secretary, is no 

longer here, so I'm covering her in the meantime.  

That's why I sent a lot of memos, texts, and 

everything because I had a lot of duties, all the 

things I do in the City.  I just wanted to do 

everything previous to the meeting with her.

But let me start with the statement.  

Please take notice that on Tuesday, February 15, 

2022, at 4:30, a regular meeting is scheduled for 

the Union City Redevelopment Agency to be held in 

the media room of the Union City High School 

located at 2500 John F. Kennedy Boulevard, Union 

City, New Jersey.  

Everyone in attendance will be required 

to wear a mask and keep a safe social distance.  

Residents who wish to submit public comment in 

writing rather than in person may direct them to 

the acting board secretary, me, Kennedy Ng, at 

kng@ucnj.com at least two hours prior to the 

meeting.  The comments/questions must include the 

individual's name and address which will be read 

into the record.  

Please rise for the flag salute.
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(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.)

MR. NG:  At this time, I'm going to pass 

the agenda to our counselor, Chris.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  At this time, we'd just 

like to recognize our newest commissioner, Norma 

Lopez.  For the record, her credentials have been 

verified and she can be a voting member at today's 

meeting.  So welcome, if any of the Board Members 

or Executive Director have anything to say, by all 

means.  

MR. NG:  Congratulations, Commissioner 

Norma.  

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Thank you, it's a 

pleasure to meet and share this time with you.  

Thank you. 

MR. HIBINSKI:  With that, we'll move on 

to the opening statement.  So I guess I can read 

that.  

Adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided as follows:  Notice of this meeting 

setting forth the time, date, location, and the 

agenda, to the extent known, forwarded to The 

Jersey Journal, The Record, and The Hudson 
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Reporter, has been posted on the bulletin board in 

the City Hall and has been made available to the 

public in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.  

ROLL CALL:  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Roll call of 

Commissioners.  

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Here.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Casper.  

Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Here.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Here.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Here.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Sebastiani.  

Commissioner Lopez.  

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Here.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Quorum is met.  

1.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF 

JANUARY 18, 2022:
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MR. HIBINSKI:  With that, moving on to 

the agenda.  

First item on the agenda is the approval 

of minutes from the meeting of January 18, 2022.  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  I make a motion.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Is there a second?  

COMMISSIONER FERNANDEZ:  Second.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Roll call.  

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Casper is 

absent.  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Abstain.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Abstain.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Sebastiani, 

absent.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Abstain.  

MR. NG:  Just for the record, 

Commissioner Sebastiani just arrived at 4:33.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  So with the voting 

members present, Item Number 1 passes.  
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MR. NG:  Okay.

2.  APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF 

CLAIMS.

  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Moving onto Item Number 2 

on the agenda.  The approval and ratification of 

prior payment of claims.  Is there a motion?  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  I make a motion.

MR. HIBINSKI:  Is there a second?  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Second.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Roll call.  Commissioner 

Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Item Number 2 passes.
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3.  APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND 

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

MR. HIBINSKI:  Item Number 3 is the 

approval for the payment of bills and presentation 

of checks.  Is there a motion to approve Item 

Number Three.  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  I make a motion.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Is there a second?  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Second.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Roll call.  

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Item Number 3 passes.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

9

4.  CERTIFICATION OF 2020 ANNUAL AUDIT:

  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Item Number 4, the 

certification of the 2020 annual audit.  Is there 

a motion to approve Item Number 4?  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  I make a motion.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Is there a second?  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Second the 

motion.  

MR. NG:  I just wanted to clarify that 

it's the certification of 2020 audit, the review, 

everything, from one to whatever number, 

everything is correct, so it was given a pass 

today.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Thank you, Executive 

Director.  

There's a motion on the floor right now.  

So roll call.  Commissioner Fernandez.  

COMMISSIONER FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  
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MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Okay.  Item Number 4 

passes.  

5.  PREPARATION OF STATE COURSES FOR NEW 

COMMISSIONERS:

  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Item Number 5 is the 

preparation of state courses for new 

commissioners.  We have with us two recently 

appointed commissioners, Commissioner Sebastiani 

and Commissioner Lopez.  With the new 

commissioners to the board, there are certain 

state certification courses you guys have to take 

in order to get yourself up to speed.  Some of 

those courses include ethics, principles of 

redevelopment.  If the Executive Director would 

like to speak a little bit more on that?  

MR. NG:  Yes.  So the requirement is two 

courses that have to be taken, the ethics and 

principles of redevelopment.  I believe it was -- 

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Land use.  
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MR. NG:  There was more courses before.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Land use.  

MR. NG:  That's what I see now on the 

new bulletin.  If anything changes, I'll let you 

know.  But at this time, what we're going to be 

doing is I'm going to review the days and the 

requirements and the way to pay.  Because before, 

I think it was -- there was no option to do it 

virtually, you have to go to Rutgers University, 

but now I believe it's virtual.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  You can do it by 

Zoom and you can pay with a PO.  

MR. NG:  I don't think they're doing it 

in person.  So I don't know how we're going do it.  

I mean the payment is a little tricky now to do 

the payment.  You have to remember when you take 

the course, you have to take the voucher or the 

check from City Hall, I will take care of that.  

I'll get in touch with you tomorrow, you help me 

with that.  

So I'm going to be calling you tomorrow, 

sending an email, as well as the new commissioner, 

Norma Lopez, to guide you how to do it and the 

date and to see the dates that you are available 

and the date that they have available.  Because 
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you have 18 months to pass these two courses.  

I believe the date during 18 months, 

they provide the test two times in case you cannot 

pass the test the first time.  It's nothing hard.  

It is a requirement.  They give you a book, I 

don't know how they're going to send you the book, 

everything online.  

You just got to be aware that you have 

to pay attention of everything that the teacher 

says.  More or less, the teacher lets you know the 

important things.  And then they give you a quiz 

at the end of the test.  I believe it's like 20, 

25, 30 questions, it's false or true.  And you 

take it from there.  

It's nothing hard, okay.  But it's a 

requirement to be a commissioner of this board and 

it have to be done during the 18 months.  

Everybody passes I know.  That's it.  So I'm going 

to be calling you and sending email as well as the 

new commissioner too.  

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  On that subject, 

because I was wondering myself, when does my 

present term end?  And may I have the option of 

taking renewal classes because I'm curious about 

myself and I guess the others, but since you bring 
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it up, where do I stand, if you could inform me?  

MR. NG:  I will send you an email with 

the information.  

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Please.  

MR. NG:  If I have any point of 

clarification in a legal matter, I will contact 

you, so it will go to Commissioner Bonito.  

Because I just download the courses and 

everything, the requirements, it's a little bit 

this time because of COVID-19.  

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Just a 

clarification.  

MR. NG:  I will be in contact with you.  

You can proceed.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Thank you, Executive 

Director. 

 

6.  REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:

MR. HIBINSKI:  With that, I'll move on 

to the next item on our agenda, which is Item 

Number 6, report on status of projects.  I have no 

update on my end, unless the Executive Director 

does?  

MR. NG:  No, the only thing that we have 
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in the past like three projects, I remember it was 

the hotels by Kennedy Boulevard, the Charlies and 

the PBG, I believe it was 23rd and Carrigan 

Avenue, those projects are on hold because of 

COVID-19, you know, as soon as we get any news, 

the lawyer gets any news, especially myself, if we 

have to do like an extra meeting for that, we 

will.  But at this time those projects are on 

hold.  

And that's -- this is one of the reasons 

that those meetings, now the last months, have 

been very short.  And you know that when we have 

projects, you know, the planning board have to be 

involved, Carlos, architects, engineers from the 

developers and the investors.  

So now, it is just 20 minutes, half an 

hour, but in the future we'll be fully 100 

percent.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Thank you, Executive 

Director.  

7.  PUBLIC COMMENT:

MR. HIBINSKI:  With that, we'll move 

onto Item Number 7, the public comment portion.  
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Seeing no members of the public present, I will 

close and put aside that item.

8.  OTHER BUSINESS:  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Move onto Number 8, any 

other such business that may come before the 

board.  Any Commissioners or Executive Director 

wish to speak on anything?  

MR. NG:  No, the only thing that I think 

in the package, I put the remaining dates for our 

meetings.  Those days are the meetings that we 

approved at the beginning of the year.  Anything 

that we should change or have to change the day 

because conflicts in the meeting, with other 

meetings, like commissioners meeting, will be 

notifying everybody.  But this is the model is the 

schedule for 2022.  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Thank you, Executive 

Director.  

ADJOURNMENT:

MR. HIBINSKI:  Hearing no other 

comments, I'll entertain a motion to adjourn the 
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meeting.  Do the ayes have it?

(Whereupon, all Board Members indicate 

in the affirmative.)  

MR. HIBINSKI:  Thank you.  The meeting 

is closed. 

(Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at 4:42 p.m.)
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a 

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and 

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the 

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set 

forth.

____________________________

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700


