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CITY OF UNION CITY

HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
UNION CITY REDEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

REGULAR MEETING . TRANSCRIPT OF
———————————————————— . PROCEEDINGS
UNION CITY HIGH SCHOOL

2500 John F. Kennedy Blvd.
Union City, New Jersey

TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2022
Commencing at 4:32 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

LUCIO FERNANDEZ, CHAIRMAN
VICTOR SEBASTIANI, COMMISSIONER
EVA FESTA, COMMISSIONER

CARLOS VALLEJO, COMMISSIONER
NORMA LOPEZ, COMMISSIONER

MEMBERS ABSENT:

PAUL CASPER, VICE CHAIRMAN
VINCENT BONITO, COMMISSIONER

ALSO PRESENT:
FLORIO, KENNY, RAVAL, LLP

BY: CHRISTIAN M. HIBINSKI, ESOQ.
Board Attorney

KENNEDY NG, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
449 Columbia Blvd., Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075
201-933-8220 SBischoffccr@yahoo.com
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I NDE X

CALL TO ORDER

SALUTE TO FLAG

ROLL CALL

AGENDA

1.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
MEETING OF MARCH 15, 2022

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS
AND PREPARATION OF CHECKS

4. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS

5. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION

6. OTHER BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

10
11

12
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MR. NG: Please take notice that on
Tuesday April 19, 2022, at 4:30 p.m., a regular
meeting is scheduled for the Union City
Redevelopment Agency to be held in the media room
of Union City High School, located at 2500 John F.
Kennedy Boulevard, Union City, New Jersey.

Residents who wish to submit public
comments in writing rather than in person may
direct them to the acting board secretary, which
is me, kng@ucnj.com at least two hours prior to
the meeting. The comments/questions must include
the individual's name and address, which will be
read into the record.

Please, let's rise and salute the

flag.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Alleglance was

recited.)

MR. NG: Opening statement. Adequate
notice of this meeting has been provided as
follows: Notice of the meeting setting forth the
time, date, location, and the agenda, to the

extent known, was forwarded to The Jersey Journal,

The Record, and The Hudson Reporter, has been
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posted on the bulletin in City Hall and has been
made available to the public in the Office of the
Municipal Clerk.

At this time, I'm going to pass the

meeting to our lawyer.

ROLL CALL:

MR. HIBINSKI: At this time, we'll do
the roll call of the commissioners. Commissioner
Fernandez.

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Here.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Casper.
Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Here.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Bonito.
Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Here.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Here.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Here.

MR. HIBINSKI: Quorum is met.

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF
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MARCH 15, 2022:

MR. HIBINSKI: I will now move on to the
agenda portion of the meeting. The first item on
the agenda is the approval of minutes from the
meeting of March 15, 2022.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: I make the motion.

MR. HIBINSKI: Is there a second?

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Second the
motion.

MR. HIBINSKI: Roll call. Commissioner
Fernandez.

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. HIBINSKI: With that, item number

one is approved.

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF
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CLAIMS:

MR. HIBINSKI: The second item on the
agenda 1s the approval and ratification of the
prior payment of claims. Is there a motion?

COMMISSIONER FESTA: I make a motion.

MR. HIBINSKI: Is there a second?

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Second.

MR. HIBINSKI: Roll call. Commissioner
Fernandez.

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. HIBINSKI: This item passes.

3. APPROVAL OF THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

MR. HIBINSKI: Next item on our agenda
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is the approval for the payment of bills and
preparation of checks. Is there a motion to
approve this item?
COMMISSIONER FESTA: I make a motion.
MR. HIBINSKI: Is there a second.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Second.
MR. HIBINSKI: Roll call. Commissioner
Fernandez.
CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Yes.
MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Festa.
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.
MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANT: Yes.
MR. HIBINSKI: Commissioner Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. HIBINSKI: This item passes.

4. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:

MR. HIBINSKI: The next item on our
agenda is the report on the status of projects. I
have no update at this time. Hopefully, by

summer, things will potentially start to be moving
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again. Executive Director, do you have anything?

MR. NG: ©No, the only thing that I will
ask the couple of commissioners that they -- I
don't know if they took the test last week,
Commissioner Lopez?

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANTI: Yes.

MR. NG: Did you receive any
notifications yet?

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: I'm going to
send the certification from the last time.

MR. NG: Okay, but you got it already?

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Not me, I'm still
waiting.

MR. NG: So when you receive it, can you
make copies and just bring it to the office, so I
can put it in the file?

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Sure.

MR. NG: So with the two classes that
they took, if they pass both, so they set up to
remind me on the board. Other than that, I don't
have anything.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Do they have to
fill out ethics, it's due at the end the month.

MR. NG: Yes. Okay.
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COMMISSIONER FESTA: An email was sent
out by the City Clerk, I think.

MR. NG: I haven't received any —-- oh,
no.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: For redevelopment,
it came out.

MR. NG: I haven't got it, I got mine
from rent control and the planning board.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: If you fill out one
for —-

MR. NG: No, because usually —-- if they
change, I don't know. Usually they have to fill
out it individually.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Each board.

MR. NG: And if they don't know how to
fill that out, they can pass by City Clerk and
someone help them there. That's the routine. I
don't know if anything happen. Commissioner
Fernandez, did they change any protocols to fill
out the ethics?

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: No, I just got
it from the City Clerk. I justified received it
for —-

MR. NG: It's individual.

CHATIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: But me as a city
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commissioner. I don't know.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Make sure they're
getting the emails.

MR. NG: I think they have, when they
swore in, they put in the page. But I'll double
check. I'm going to talk to the new City Clerk,
Hilda, so may be she can --

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Because it's due on
the 30th.

MR. NG: Yeah, okay. You have time.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Get the emails
and you give 1t to her.

MR. NG: I have both because when they
did the course, they passed by my office. And I
have everybody else, too. So other than that,
this is my report for today.

MR. HIBINSKI: Understood.

10. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION:

MR. HIBINSKI: Hearing no other status,
we'll move on to the public comment portion of the
agenda. Is there any member from the public that
wishes to speak? Seeing none, we'll close the

public comment portion of the agenda.
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6. ANY OTHER SUCH BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE

BOARD:

MR. HIBINSKI: And if there's -- last
item on our agenda is if there's any other such
business that comes before the board.

MR. NG: I would like to mention that I
notice that one of the commissioners have, like,
more than four absence, I mean like in sequence.
What can we do legally? Because it's not like —--
jJust, I cannot go today, I cannot go today. Do we
need something in writing? Maybe the person is
sick.

MR. HIBINSKI: The absences are
discretionary. So 1f they're excused, then he can
remain on the board.

MR. NG: What is the definition of
excused?

MR. HIBINSKI: It's discretionary, in
the board and City's determination. So if you
find that to be a valid excuse, they can remain on
the board. If there needs to be action to remove
said commissioner, if there's been an excessive

amount of absences, we can take that route as
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well.

MR. NG: So you recommend me to call the

city hall lawyers?

MR. HIBINSKI: Yeah, you can touch base

with the city attorney.

MR. NG: Angelo?

MR. HIBINSKI: Yeah. You can touch base

with him and see how he wants to proceed.
MR. NG: If we get it out.
MR. HIBINSKI: That sounds good,
Kennedy, thank you.

MR. NG: Okay. That's 1it.

ADJOURNMENT :

MR. HIBINSKI: Okay. With that,
entertain a motion to adjourn the meeting.
there a motion?

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Motion.

MR. HIBINSKI: Is there a second?

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Second.

MR. HIBINSKI: Ayes have it?

I'1l1

Is

(A1l commissioners indicate in the

affirmative.)
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4:39 p.m.)

MR. HIBINSKI: Meeting 1s adjourned.

(Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at
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CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set

forth.

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700




