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CITY OF UNION CITY

HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
UNION CITY REDEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

REGULAR MEETING . TRANSCRIPT OF
———————————————————— . PROCEEDINGS
UNION CITY HIGH SCHOOL

2500 Kennedy Boulevard
Union City, New Jersey

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2022
Commencing at 4:31 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

VINCENT BONITO, COMMISSIONER
VICTOR SEBASTIANI, COMMISSIONER
CARLOS VALLEJO, COMMISSIONER
NORMA LOPEZ, COMMISSIONER

MEMBETRS ABSENT:

LUCIO FERNANDEZ, CHATIRMAN
EVA FESTA, COMMISSIONER

ALSO PRESENT:
FLORIO, KENNY, RAVAL, LLP

BY: ALEXANDER CORRADO, ESQ.
Board Attorney

YOELIS MARTE, Staff

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
449 Columbia Blvd., Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075
201-933-8220 SBischoffccr@yahoo.com
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I NDE X

CALL TO ORDER
SALUTE TO FLAG
ROLL CALL

APPOINTING TEMPORARY VICE CHAIRPERSON
AGENDA

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
MEETING OF JULY 19, 2022

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

3. PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PREPARATION
OF CHECKS

4. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS
5. PUBLIC COMMENT

6. OTHER BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

11
12

12
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MR. CORRADO: So please take notice that
on dues September 20, 2022, at 4:30 p.m., a
regular meeting is scheduled for the Union City
Redevelopment Agency to be held in the media room
of the Union City High School, located at 2500
John F. Kennedy Boulevard, Union City, New Jersey.

Residents who wish to submit public
comments in writing rather than in person may
direct them to the acting board secretary via
emalil at KNG@ucnj.com at least two hours prior to
the meeting. The comments/questions must include
the individual's name and address, which will be
read into the record.

I don't believe there have been any
public comments submitted. So, if we could now do

the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Alleglance was

recited.)

MR. CORRADO: Adequate notice of this
meeting has been provided as follows:

Notice of this meeting setting forth the
time, date, location and the agenda to the extent

known was forwarded to The Jersey Journal, The
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Record, and The Hudson Reporter, has been posted

on the bulletin board in city hall and has been

made available to the public in the office of the

municipal clerk.

ROLL CALL:

MR. CORRADO:

Fernandez is not here,

here. Bonito.

Now, time for roll call.

does not look like Festa is

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Here.

MR. CORRADO:

Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Here.

MR. CORRADO:

Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Here.

MR. CORRADO:

Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Here.

APPOINTING TEMPORARY VICE CHAIRPERSON FOR THE

MEETING:

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: I make a motion

that Mr. Bonito be the chairperson for today's

meeting.

MR. CORRADO:

Okay. A second?
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COMMISSIONER

MR. CORRADO:

Fernandez are not here.

COMMISSIONER
chairperson.
Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER
MR. CORRADO:
COMMISSIONER
MR. CORRADO:
COMMISSIONER
MR. CORRADO:
COMMISSIONER
MR. CORRADO:
are appointed the vice

COMMISSIONER

SEBASTIANT: Second.

All right. Festa and

VALLEJO: Temporary

VALLEJO: Yes.
Sebastiani.
SEBASTIANTI: Yes.
Lopez.
LOPEZ: Yes.
Bonito.
BONITO: Yes.
So, congratulations, you
chairperson.

BONITO: For the matter of

the recordkeeping, right, I understand that.

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF

JULY 19, 2022:

MR. CORRADO:

agenda i1s the approval

The first item on the

of the minutes from the

meeting of July 19, 2022. Do I have a motion?

VICE CHAIRPERSON BONITO: Motion.
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MR. CORRADO: Second?
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Second.
MR. CORRADO: Okay. Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. CORRADO: Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. CORRADO: Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANT: Yes.
MR. CORRADO: Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. CORRADO: Okay. Item Number 1 has

been approved.

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF

PRIOR CLAIMS:

MR. CORRADO: Item Number 2 is the
approval and ratification of prior payment of
claims. Do we have a motion?

VICE CHATIRPERSON BONITO: Motion.

MR. CORRADO: A second?

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Second.

MR. CORRADO: Bonito.

VICE CHAIRPERSON BONITO: Yes.

MR. CORRADO: Vallejo.
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COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. CORRADO: Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
MR. CORRADO: Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. CORRADO: Okay. Item Number 2 has

been approve.

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

MR. CORRADO: Ttem Number 3 is the

approval of the payment of bills and preparation

of checks.

Do we have a motion?
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Motion.
MR. CORRADO: Second?
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Second.
MR. CORRADO: Bonito.

VICE CHAIRPERSON BONITO: Yes.
MR. CORRADO: Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. CORRADO: Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
MR. CORRADO: Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.
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MR. CORRADO: Festa and Fernandez are

not here, so this item is approved.

4. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:

MR. CORRADO: So the next item is the
report on status of projects. I had spoken to
Kennedy about Yardley, as you guys are all
familiar with that project. So what is being --
what's in the works right now is that the DPW, the
current site, is being transferred over to the
location where Yardley is and there's a lease
agreement that, from what I understand, has been
put together not. I'm 100 percent sure if it's
been presented to the City Council for approval
and discussion, but that is the latest update that
I can provide on the Yardley project.

So I personally spoke with the owners of
Yardley, they were in favor of that. That was,
you know, since COVID happened, what was
originally going to be built on that property is
not exactly financially feasible. So I spoke with
the owners of the location and it sounds like, you
know, the Mayor really wants this and wants to go

forward with this being the new DPW site. So
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that's the latest update that I can give on
Yardley.

With respect to the other projects,
there hasn't been any movement. Does anybody have
any questions or want to discuss this further with
respect to Yardley or any other projects? Bonito?

VICE CHAIRPERSON BONITO: Just a
projected concern.

MR. CORRADO: Sure.

VICE CHAIRPERSON BONITO: Might be that
once the Yardley project is converted into the new
DPW site, fine, they need to park somewhere. The
possibility of the impact on traffic in that area,
especially morning commute, you have the New York
buses, you have Edison School in the neighborhood.
So just looking at what traffic might be,
especially during morning commute, moving forward.

MR. CORRADO: 1It's definitely a concern
that I'll definitely pass that along.

VICE CHAIRPERSON BONITO: I have a
second question also related to Yardley. What is
the status on the former Blue Chapel Monastery
because that's under Yardley, correct?

MR. CORRADO: That is correct. So what

specifically do you want to know about Blue
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Chapel?

VICE CHAIRPERSON BONITO: Do you know
anything that's happening with that property?

MR. CORRADO: With that property, no. I
haven't heard there hasn't been any change in
status with that particular --

VICE CHAIRPERSON BONITO: Okay.

MR. CORRADO: But for Yardley, it's a
lease agreement. So I understand that there was
never a redevelopment agreement that was fully
executed for Yardley, right. So there was
never —-- both sides seemed to have come at an
impasse. So, again, it's a lease agreement, so
there's always the possibility down the road to
revisit that for potential redevelopment.

So I just wanted to make sure that I
highlighted that. So it's a lease, so there 1is
some flexibility in the future. But for right
now, it seems like the most —-- probably the best
option at the moment since nothing's been done
with that since what -- since this has been
presented to the Board, you know, how many years
ago, right?

So if there's no other discussion that

anybody would like to have, do we have a motion to
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accept the status of the projects?

VICE CHATIRPERSON BONITO: Motion.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Second.

MR. CORRADO: Okay. Festa and Fernandez
are not here. Bonito.

VICE CHAIRPERSON BONITO: Yes.

MR. CORRADO: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. CORRADO: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. CORRADO: Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. CORRADO: Okay. Status of project

section is closed.

5. PUBLIC COMMENT:

MR. CORRADO: The public comments
portion, it does not appear —-- so there's nobody
here for the public that has any comments or
concerns. So we're going to have to have a motion
and a second, please.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Motion.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANT: Second.

MR. CORRADO: Festa and Fernandez are
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not here, Bonito.
VICE CHAIRPERSON BONITO: Yes.
MR. CORRADO: Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. CORRADO: Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
MR. CORRADO: Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.
MR. CORRADO: Great. Public comment

portion section of this is closed.

6. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE
BOARD:

MR. CORRADO: And is there any other
business or any other concerns, comments that you
guys would like to make before we adjourn the

meeting? No, okay.

ADJOURNMENT :

MR. CORRADO: So do we have a motion?
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Motion.
MR. CORRADO: A second?

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANTI: Second.
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MR. CORRADO:

not here. Bonito.

Festa and Fernandez are

VICE CHAIRPERSON BONITO: Yes.

MR. CORRADO:

Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. CORRADO:

Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. CORRADO:

Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. CORRADO:

is adjourned.

Okay, great. This meeting

(Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at

4:42 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set

forth.

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700




