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CITY OF UNION CITY

HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
UNION CITY REDEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

REGULAR MEETING . TRANSCRIPT OF
———————————————————— . PROCEEDINGS
UNION CITY HIGH SCHOOL

2500 Kennedy Boulevard
Union City, New Jersey

Tuesday, January 17, 2023
Commencing at 4:37 p.m.
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MEMBERS PRESENT:

LUCIO FERNANDEZ, CHAIRMAN
VINCENT BONITO, COMMISSIONER
VICTOR SEBASTIANI, COMMISSIONER
EVA FESTA, COMMISSIONER

CARLOS VALLEJO, COMMISSIONER
NORMA LOPEZ, COMMISSIONER

MEMBERS ABSENT:

PAUL CASPER, VICE CHAIRMAN

ALSO PRESENT:

FLORIO, KENNY, RAVAL, LLP
BY: CHRISTIAN M. HIBINSKI, ESOQ.
Board Attorney

KENNEDY NG, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR

449 Columbia Blvd., Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075
201-933-8220 SBischoffccr@yahoo.com
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I NDE X

CALL TO ORDER

SALUTE TO FLAG

ROLL CALL

AGENDA

1.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
MEETING OF DECEMBER 20, 2022

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS
& PREPARATION OF CHECKS

4. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS

5. PUBLIC COMMENT

6. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME
BEFORE THE BOARD

ADJOURNMENT

10

10

12
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MR. NG: Good afternoon, everybody.
Please take notice that on Tuesday, January 17,
2023, at 4:30 p.m., a regular meeting is scheduled
for the Union City Redevelopment Agency to be held
in the Media Room of the Union City High School
located at 2500 John F. Kennedy Boulevard, Union
City, New Jersey.

Residents who wish to submit public
comments in writing rather than in person may
direct them to the acting board secretary to the
email at Kng@ucnj.com at least two hours prior to
the meeting. The comments/questions must include
the individuals name and the address which will be
read into the record.

Let's salute the flag, please.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Alleglance was

recited.)

MR. NG: Adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided as follows: Notice of this
meeting, setting forth the time, date, location
and the agenda to the extent known, was forwarded

to the The Jersey Journal, The Record, and The

Hudson Reporter, has been posted on the bulletin
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board in the City Hall and has been made available

to the public in the office of the municipal

clerk.

At this time, I'm going to pass the

meeting to our counselor, Matthew.

MR. TONZOLA: Thank you.

ROLL CALL:

MR. TONZOLA: Roll call.

Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes,

Commissioner

here.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Here.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Here.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Vallejo.

Commissioner Sebastiani.

And Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Here.

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF

DECEMBER 20, 2022:

MR. TONZOLA: We'll now move on to the
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agenda. Item Number 1, the approval of the
minutes from last month's, December 20, 2022,
meeting. I need a motion?

COMMISSIONER FESTA: I make a motion.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Roll call on Item
Number 1. Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Abstain.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Vallejo is
not here.

Commissioner Sebastiani, not here.

Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Three ayes, two absent,

one abstain, motion passes.

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF

CLAIMS:

MR. TONZOLA: Moving on to Item Number

2, the approval and ratification of prior payment
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of claims.

Number 2.

absent.

ayes, two

COMMISSIONER FESTA: I make a motion.

MR. TONZOLA: And a second?
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Okay. Roll call on Item
Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Vallejo,

Commissioner Sebastiani, absent.
Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: The ayes have it. Four

absent, no nays, motion passes.

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

MR. TONZOLA: Moving on to Item Number

3, approval for the payment of bills and

preparation of checks
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COMMISSIONER FESTA: I make a motion.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: So roll call on Item
Number 3. Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Vallejo 1is
absent.

Commissioner Sebastiani i1s absent.

And Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Okay. Four ayes, two

absent, no nays, the motion passes.

4. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:

MR. TONZOLA: Moving onto Item Number 4
report on status of projects. We have no update
status as of this time to report.

Does anybody else have any reports to
make on the record?

MR. NG: The only thing is not about the
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projects, but I wanted to apologize. Last week,
we were ready for the meeting and everything, I
did send to publish the meetings, as I always do,
on time. And I know at the beginning of the year,
there was a couple holidays in the middle, that's
why we didn't want to schedule meeting right after
holidays because sometimes the newspaper, they
don't get the notification from City Hall and they
don't want to publish if we don't send it a week
before. I did send it on time, I spoke to the
lawyer, we were good, 48 hours as they, you know,
required it. I did it. But to avoid any
conflict, we decide just to postpone it until
today. So I apologize for that, but it was
scheduled for last week.

MR. TONZOLA: I think it was more of a
precaution than anything because I think legally
the City fulfilled its duty. But, you know,
making the public aware of the meeting public is
the point of that statute. And that's how courts
look at it. So rather than risk anything, we
decided to postpone the meeting. So appreciate
your cooperation and patience on that.

MR. NG: And that's the only thing that

I have to say about it. I asked you before the
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meeting about the Yardley and you said that no
more update on that?

MR. TONZOLA: We do not have an update
at this time. Maybe for next month, we will. But
that's it for the reports on the status.

I don't see any members of the public,
moving onto Item Number 5 for the public comment.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: We have to close
number 4. I make a motion to close number 4.

MR. TONZOLA: Sorry. So we have a
motion.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Vallejo 1is
absent.

Commissioner Sebastiani i1s absent.
Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Motion passes to close out

Item Number 4.
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5. PUBLIC COMMENT:

Number b5,

MR. TONZOLA: So moving onto Item
I don't see any members of the public.
MR. NG: No one is here.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Make a motion to

close number 5, public comment portion.

Fernandez.

MR. TONZOLA: Do we have a second.
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Roll call. Commissioner

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Vallejo is absent.
Commissioner Sebastiani i1s absent.
And Commissioner Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Motion passes.

6. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE

BOARD:
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MR. TONZOLA: Moving onto Item Number 6,
any other such business as may come before the
Board. Are there any —--

MR. NG: I know that Commissioner Bonito
has asked us about if there's a possibility to do
the meetings on Zoom. I know that the
administration, they want to do like personal --
in person for now. I don't know if they're going
to change if we have COVID-19 back, I don't know.
But at this time, that's the commands that I have
from the administration.

If one of us feel that, I mean,
uncomfortable to come, just let me know, I could
do some accommodation by phone, you know,
sometimes we do it by phone. Or if we have to do
for one specific meeting to do it through Zoom, I
have no problem. You know, Commissioner, that all
the boards are doing meetings 1in person.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Live, yeah.

MR. NG: It's not that I don't want it,
it's just an entire administration. Other than
that, I'm good.

MR. TONZOLA: The only thing I had was

were the dates for the rest of the year sent to
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The Jersey Journal and the newspapers and were

they published?

MR. NG: It was published and it was a
little mistake because I think that we repeat two
times June, but they corrected it, the newspaper.
June and July because the dates remain the same.
Every meeting, I send emails to everybody
reminding the days of the meeting.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: So February's
meeting is the second week?

COMMISSIONER BONITO: What date is that.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: The 14th.

ADJOURNMENT :

MR. TONZOLA: Anybody else have anything

to put on the record? Do we have a motion to

adjourn?
CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Motion.
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Second.
(A1l Board Members indicate in the
affirmative.)

(Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at

4:49 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set

forth.

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700




