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CITY OF UNION CITY

HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
UNION CITY REDEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

REGULAR MEETING . TRANSCRIPT OF
———————————————————— . PROCEEDINGS
UNION CITY HIGH SCHOOL

2500 Kennedy Boulevard
Union City, New Jersey

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2023
Commencing at 4:40 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

LUCIO FERNANDEZ, CHAIRMAN
VINCENT BONITO, COMMISSIONER
VICTOR SEBASTIANI, COMMISSIONER
CARLOS VALLEJO, COMMISSIONER

MEMBETRS ABSENT:
EVA FESTA
NORMA LOPEZ

ALSO PRESENT:

FLORIO, KENNY, RAVAL, LLP
BY: MATTHEW TONZOLA, ESOQ.
Board Attorney

KENNEDY NG, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
449 Columbia Blvd., Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075
201-933-8220 SBischoffccr@yahoo.com
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I NDE X

CALL TO ORDER

SALUTE TO FLAG

ROLL CALL

AGENDA

1.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
MEETING OF JANUARY 17, 2023

2. APPROVAL & RATIFICATION OF PRIOR
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS
& PREPARATION OF CHECKS

4. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS

5. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION

6. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

13
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MR. NG: Good afternoon, everybody.

Please take notice that on Tuesday,
February 14, 2023, at 4:30 p.m., a regular meeting
is scheduled for the Union City Redevelopment
Agency to be held in the media room of the Union
City High School, located at 2500 John F. Kennedy
Boulevard, Union City, New Jersey.

Residents who wish to submit public
comments in writing rather than in person may
direct them to the acting board secretary, that's
me, emall at knglucnj.com at least two hours prior
to the meeting. The comments/questions must
include the individual's name and address, which
will be read into the record.

Please let's salute the flag.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Alleglance was

recited.)

MR. NG: Adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided as follows: Notice of this
meeting setting forth the time, date, location,
and the agenda to the extent known, was forwarded

to The Jersey Journal, The Record, and The Hudson

Reporter, has been posted on the bulletin board in
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the city hall and has been made available as to

the public in the office of the municipal clerk.

ROLL CALL:

MR. NG: At this time, I'm going to pass
the meeting to our attorney, Matthew.

MR. TONZOLA: Thank you, Kennedy. Good
afternoon, everyone. We'll go through roll call.

Fernandez.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Here.

MR. TONZOLA: Festa.

MR. NG: Festa has been excused.

MR. TONZOLA: Okay. Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Here.

MR. TONZOLA: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Here.

MR. TONZOLA: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Here.

MR. TONZOLA: And Lopez.

MR. NG: Lopez has been excused, she has
something in the family that she couldn't make it
today.

MR. TONZOLA: Okay. We have four, so we

have a quorum.
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1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF

JANUARY 17, 2023:

MR. TONZOLA: Now, we move on to the
agenda. Item Number 1, approval of the minutes
from the meeting of January 17, 2023.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Motion.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Roll call. Fernandez.

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Festa is absent. Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: And Lopez is absent. So

four ayes, no nays, two absents, motion passes.

2. APPROVAL & RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF

CLAIMS:

MR. TONZOLA: Moving onto Item Number 2,
the approval and ratification of prior payment of

claims.
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CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Motion.

MR. TONZOLA: Do we have a second?
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.
MR. TONZOLA: Roll call. Fernandez.
CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Festa is absent. Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Lopez is absent. Four

ayes, no nays, two absent, the motion passes.

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS &

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

MR. TONZOLA: Moving onto Item Number 3,
approval for payment of bills and preparation of
checks.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Motion.

MR. TONZOLA: Motion. Do we have a
second?

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Okay. Fernandez.
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COMMISSIONER FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Festa is absent. Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: And Lopez is absent. Four

ayes, no nays, two absent, motion passes.

4. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:

MR. TONZOLA: Moving onto Item Number 4,
report on the status of projects. We don't have
any immediate new updates, but my colleague Alex
Corrado and I have gone through the projects as
they stand and we've been reaching out over the
past week or so to our different contacts. And
it's our view that, you know, COVID isn't really
holding anything up anymore. So, you know, that
for that reason we're expecting things to move
along, so we've been in communication. But as of
right now, I have no updates.

MR. NG: Okay. I don't have anything

else about projects either.
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CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: I make a motion to
accept the report.

MR. TONZOLA: Do we have a second.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Festa is absent. Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Lopez is absent. Four

ayes, no nays, two absent, motion passes.

5. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION:

MR. TONZOLA: We're moving on to the
public comment portion of the meeting. I don't
see any members of the public in attendance.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: I make a motion to
close the public comment portion.

MR. TONZOLA: Do we have a second?

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Fernandez.
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CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Festa is absent. Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Lopez is absent. Okay.

This closes the public comment portion.

6. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE

BOARD:

MR. TONZOLA: And moving on to the final
item on the agenda is any other business that
might come before the Board.

MR. NG: TI have two comments to make.
First of all, I apologize. When you called me,
probably five days ago, I was in L.A. at the
Grammy's and I was on an alirplane when you called
me and then I call you when I arrive to Santo
Domingo. I don't know if the project was
published in the website or no.

MR. TONZOLA: I don't think it's

published or -- the notice was published, but
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we're also looking for the abstract of the prior
audit from last year.

MR. NG: Okay.

MR. TONZOLA: I don't think that's been
published yet.

MR. NG: Okay. I will foul up with
Susan or the City Clerk.

The other thing is starting next month,
we will go back to do the meeting in the city hall
in the courtroom. So the administration, the
Mayor, the Commissioners, they allowed me to go
back to my - the two meetings that I do monthly,
the rent board and this board. So I will send a
notification to everybody, okay. That's the only
two items that I have.

MR. TONZOLA: I'm not sure if anybody
else was aware, but the RFP for the 2022 audit has
been posted. And I believe on the 22nd, it will
be open. And it should be a lot smoother process
than last time. Last time, we filed pretty late,
but it should be a simple audit, not much happened
last year. And that will be awarded on the 22nd.

MR. NG: Okay.

MR. TONZOLA: And that's all I have.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: I apologize, I
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know that Item Number 4 was already closed, but I
actually had two questions.

MR. TONZOLA: Okay.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: I'm sorry about
that, and I don't mean to delay the meeting any
further.

Briefly, number one, on the status of
projects, there is a project on 13th Street
between New York and Bergenline Avenue, which has
been dormant for -- even before COVID hit. I'm
Just questioning what's going on with that, number
one. Number two —--

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: I don't believe
that —--

MR. NG: What is the first one? I don't
think that's part of the redevelopment area. That
is not part of our area.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: That building has
Just been there for like since Moses came from the
mountain.

MR. NG: I think Carlos can tell you if
he' informed of that building.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: I think it's a
private corporation that owns that. And that's a

400 block of 13th Street.
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COMMISSIONER BONITO: Right. That's my
old neighborhood and I pass there quite a bit. So
anyway, thank you.

Number two, 1is there anything within
reason that can be done to start moving some of
these projects forward?

MR. TONZOLA: That's what I've been
working on in the last week, trying to stay on top
of people, you know, with phone calls and emails
and just let them know that we're waiting. And we
haven't gotten any response yet to that. Based on
the response, we'll have a better idea of how to
approach them and try to speed things along.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Thank you.

MR. NG: Believe me, Mr. Bonito, before
COVID, we had three big projects, the Yardley's,
the PBG, and then the hotels. COVID affect
everything like 300 percent. The Commissioners,
Lucio Fernandez can tell you how many times we met
with all the lawyers before you. And me as the
Executive Director, I'm just hungry to have the
projects back.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Right.

MR. NG: We're working on that.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: 2704-2710 Kennedy
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Boulevard was approved.

MR. NG: That's good.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: 1It's residential.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: I mean
everybody -- we get COVID and thank God we got
through that. But that was like —-

MR. TONZOLA: Again, that's exactly our
thinking. And that's what Alex and I met about
this week and it's like there's no reason COVID 1is
holding this up.

MR. NG: The thing that I see, we are
the agency and the developers are the one with the
money. They are the one who decide not to go or
to go, to start, to stop it. We try our best.
That's what I can say.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: As a Commissioner,
Just asking respectfully.

MR. NG: It's good that you ask.

Because the reason that we're here is just to

discuss whatever you have in mind.

ADJOURNMENT :

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: I make a motion to

adjourn the meeting.
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COMMISSIONER BONITO: Second.

MR. NG: Okay.

MR. TONZOLA: Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Festa is absent. Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Lopez is absent. Four

ayes, no nays, two absent, motion passes.

(Whereupon the matter was adjourned.)
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CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set

forth.

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700




