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CITY OF UNION CITY

HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
UNION CITY REDEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

REGULAR MEETING ; TRANSCRIPT OF

MEMBE

MEMBE

ALSO

—————————— . PROCEEDINGS

CITY HALL
3715 Palisade Avenue
Union City, New Jersey

Tuesday, April 18, 2023
Commencing at 4:30 p.m.

R S PRESENT:

LUCIO FERNANDEZ, CHAIRMAN

EVA FESTA, COMMISSIONER (VIA TELEPHONE)
CARLOS VALLEJO, COMMISSIONER

NORMA LOPEZ, COMMISSIONER

R S ABSENT:

VINCENT BONITO, COMMISSIONER
VICTOR SEBASTIANI, COMMISSIONER

PRESENT:
FLORIO, KENNY, RAVAL, LLP

BY: MATTHEW TONZOLA, ESOQ.
Board Attorney

KENNEDY NG, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR

449 Columbia Blvd., Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075
201-933-8220 SBischoffccr@yahoo.com
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I NDE X

CALL TO ORDER

SALUTE TO FLAG

ROLL CALL

AGENDA

1.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
MEETING OF MARCH 14, 2023

2. APPROVAL & RATIFICATION OF PRIOR
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS
AND PREPARATION OF CHECKS

4. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS

5. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION

6. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME
BEFORE THE BOARD

ADJOURNMENT

14

15

15




w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MR. NG: Good afternoon. Please take
notice that on Tuesday, April 18, 2023, at
4:30 p.m., A regular meeting is scheduled for the
Union City Redevelopment Agency to be held in the
second floor courtroom of the Union City City
Hall, located at 3715 Palisade Avenue, Union City,
New Jersey.

Residents who wish to submit public
comments in writing rather than in person may
direct them to the acting board secretary, which
1s me, Kennedy Ng, at kng@ucnj.com at least two
hours prior to the meeting. The
comments/questions must include the individual's
name and address, which will be read into the
record.

Let's salute the flag.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Alleglance was
recited.)

MR. NG: Adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided as follows. Notice of this
meeting, setting forth the time, date, location,
and the agenda to the extent known, was forwarded

to The Jersey Journal, The Record and The Hudson

Reporter, was posted in the bulletin board in city

hall, and has been available to the public in the
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office of the Municipal Clerk.

I just wanted to call to the attention,
one of the newspaper, I believe that is out of
business or they're no longer in service. So I do
not identify which one it i1s, but I will let you
know which one. But we send it anyway to the
three newspapers. So I will be in contact with
you this week.

MR. TONZOLA: Okay.

MR. NG: So at this time, I'm going to

pass the meeting to our lawyer, please.

ROLL CALL:

MR. TONZOLA: Thank you. Begin with
roll call.

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Here.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Here.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonito,
absent.

Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Here.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Sebastiani is
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absent.
And Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Here.

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF
MARCH 14, 2023.

MR. TONZOLA: Okay. Moving on to the
agenda.

Item Number 1, the approval for the
minutes of the meeting of March 14, 2023.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: I make a motion.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Roll call.

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonito is

absent.

Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Sebastiani is
absent.

And Commissioner Lopez.
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COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.
MR. TONZOLA: We have four

nays, two absent, motion passes.

ayes, no

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF

CLAIMS:

MR. TONZOLA: Item Number 2, approval

and ratification of prior payment of

claims.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: I make a motion.

MR. TONZOLA: And a second?

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Roll call.
Commissioner Fernandez.
CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.
MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner

absent.
Commissioner Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner
absent.

Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

Festa.

Bonito is

Sebastiani is
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MR. TONzZOLA: Four ayes, no nays, two

absent, motion passes.

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND

PREPARATION OF CHECKS.

MR. TONZOLA: Item Number 3, approval
for the payment of bills and preparation of
checks.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: I make a motion.

MR. TONZOLA: Do we have a second?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Roll call. Commissioner
Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonita 1is
absent.

Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Sebastiani
is absent.

And Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.
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MR. TONzZOLA: Four ayes, no nays, two

absent, motion passes.

4. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:

MR. TONZOLA: TItem Number 4, report on
status of projects. So I can report that this
week, I was in contact with Pat McNamara of the
firm Scarinci and Hollenbeck and there's not an
immediate update, but I do have a call scheduled
with him next week. He was looking into the
PILOT -- the potential new PILOT agreement or what
would be -- what that would entail from his end.

So I'm going to speak with him next week
and hopefully have more of an update next time.
But things are actually —-- yeah, they're aware of
the project and it's on their radar and taking
steps to move forward?

MR. NG: And we're talking about what
address?

MR. TONZOLA: Oh, this Yardley, sorry,
forgot to say that.

MR. NG: Because I don't know if I read
into the newspaper or from Carlos Vallejo, the

planning board, the place —-- remember the hotel
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that was supposed to happen in Kennedy Boulevard,
2’7 or something, are they building the houses in
there or what's going on?

MR. VALLEJO: That was an approval from
the planning board on 2022 for the building. I
think it was 70 units or so, plus on the back a
two-family house.

MR. NG: Yes. My question is is that
also redevelopment agency because it was a
redevelopment zone when the hotel was about to
build. And they're planning or they're approved
from the planning board to build three units of
houses, that's what I understand.

MR. TONZOLA: So it was approved?

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: If you allow me
one second, I can go get the resolution on that
approval in 2022.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: We can put it on
next time.

MR. NG: TI'll talk to you tomorrow
morning. And according to what I read then, I'll
be in contact with you.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: And what's the
Yardley deal, what's happening?

MR. TONZOLA: So I spoke with the
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attorney at Scarinci Hollenbeck and they hadn't
taken any action since prior to COVID and I kind
of brought it up on their radar. And they are
looking into -- they had funding questions that
they needed to figure out on their end. They're
looking into PILOT agreements and other issues.
So they're going to -- I have a call scheduled
with them next week to update on that.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: What was the
proposal from them? What did they want to build
there?

MR. NG: Remember, there was first it
was like four towers. Then they reduce it to two
towers with the same, more or less, the same
amount of units, with a beautiful park and
beautiful technology, updated to today's parking
spaces. And by that time, I believe it was
Hector —-- what's his name? The developer and it
was an Italian guy and the Cuban guy, both
together.

MR. TONZOLA: Was that Aurelio?

MR. NG: I don't remember, but that was
the last thing that I heard in the meeting, it was
two towers.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: So nothing
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happened?

MR. TONZOLA: No.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: The resolution 1is
good for how long, the one that's adopted by this
Board?

MR. NG: I really don't know, because
you were not the lawyer at that time.

MR. TONZOLA: No. And that was —--

MR. NG: Three lawyers before you.

MR. TONZOLA: That was pre-COVID?

MR. NG: Yeah.

MR. TONZOLA: I'd have to look into
that. I'm not sure if there is an expiration,
I'll have to check that.

MR. NG: So this lawyer that you
communicate with him is about the same project or
is it a different project?

MR. TONZOLA: Is your question since the
last —-

MR. NG: Yeah, I just want to find out
if we're talking about the same project because
that project was like ready to go almost and then
COVID came.

MR. TONZOLA: Right. So it is that

project.
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MR. NG: It is that project. So,
Commissioner Fernandez, I believe that what he's
talking about is the same project that I'm talking
about, the two towers.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Okay.

MR. NG: Can you find out?

MR. TONZOLA: I think it was like
270 units or something like that?

MR. NG: Yes.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: We have that
project, we have the one on Kennedy Boulevard, and
then we have also the PBG.

MR. NG: That's on 23rd.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: 2207 Summit
Avenue.

MR. NG: Around the high school.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Nothing ever
happened on any --

MR. NG: COVID.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: These are all three
different owners?

MR. NG: Yes, different owners. Mr.
Fernandez, we had it right there, COVID-19 came,
everything disappeared.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: I think they got
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an extension for 2207 Summit Avenue, PBG.

MR. NG: We're going find out. That's
what I have, my comments about the report.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Those three places,
things get built —--

MR. NG: They're there.

I don't have anything else.

MR. TONZOLA: That's all I have on the
report on the status of projects. Do we have
motion to close Item Number 47?

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Motion.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonita 1is
absent.

Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Sebastiani
is absent.

And Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Motion passes.
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5. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION:

MR. TONZOLA: Moving on to Item Number 5
of the agenda, the public comment portion. I
don't see any members of the public here. Can we
have a motion?

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: Motion to close the
public comment.

MR. TONZOLA: We have a motion to close
the public comment and second?

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Roll call. Commissioner
Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonita 1is
absent.

Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Sebastiani
is absent.

And Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.
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MR. TONZOLA: Motion passes.

6. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE

BOARD:

MR. TONZOLA: Item Number 6, any other
such business as may come before the Board.

MR. NG: Nothing. Just follow up
between you and I about the Yardley and the other
projects on Kennedy Boulevard.

MR. TONZOLA: I haven't been able to —--
in the past couple weeks, I haven't spoken with
anybody about the two projects. But I was able to
get some plan together with Pat McNamara on the
Yardley project.

With that being said, do we have a
motion to adjourn?

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Motion.

MR. TONZOLA: Second?

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Second.

MR. TONZOLA: Roll call. Commissioner
Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.
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absent.

is absent.

4:42 p.m.)

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Bonita is

Commissioner Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Commissioner Sebastiani
And Commissioner Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. TONZOLA: Motion passes.

(Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at
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CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set

forth.

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700




