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MR. NG:  Good afternoon, everybody.  

Please take notice that on Tuesday, May 9, 2023, 

at 4:30 p.m., a regular meeting is scheduled for 

the Union City Redevelopment Agency to be held in 

the second floor courtroom of the Union City City 

Hall located at 3715 Palisade Avenue, Union City, 

New Jersey.  

Residents who wish to submit public 

comments in writing rather than in person may 

direct them to the acting board secretary via 

email at kng@ucnj.com at least two hours prior to 

the meeting.  The comments/questions must include 

the individual's name and address which will be 

read into the record.  Let's salute the flag.  

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance is 

recited.) 

MR. NG:  Adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided as follows:  Notice of this 

meeting setting forth the time, date, location, 

and the agenda to the extent known, was forwarded 

to The Jersey Journal, The Record, The Hudson 

Reporter, has been posted on the bulletin board in 

City Hall and has been made available to the 

public in the office of the municipal clerk.  

At this time, I'm going to pass the 
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meeting to our lawyer, Matthew.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Thank you.  Do roll call.  

Commissioner Fernandez.  

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Here.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Festa is not 

here.  

Commissioner Bonito.  

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Here.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Vallejo.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Here.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Sebastiani.  

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Here.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Lopez is not 

here.  So we have a quorum.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF APRIL 18, 

2022:  

MR. TONZOLA:  And we'll move on to the 

agenda.  Item Number 1 approval of the minutes 

from the meeting of April 18, 2023.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Motion.  

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Second.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Roll call.  Commissioner 

Fernandez.
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CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Abstain.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Sebastiani.  

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Motion is approved.  

2.  APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF 

CLAIMS:

MR. TONZOLA:  Item Number 2, the 

approval and ratification of prior payment of 

claims.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Motion.  

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Second.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Okay.  Roll call.  

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Sebastiani.
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COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Motion passes.

3.  APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND 

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

  

MR. TONZOLA:  Item Number 3, the 

approval for the payment of bills and preparation 

of checks.  

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Motion.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Second?  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Second.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Roll call.  Commissioner 

Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Motion passes.

4.  REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:
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MR. TONZOLA:  Moving on to Item 

Number 4, report on status of projects.  Does 

anybody else have anything to report?  

MR. NG:  No.  The only thing, if I may.  

I send you a copy of what Mr. Vallejo give me 

about the 2704-2710 Kennedy Boulevard.  I just 

wanted to know if this is the same spot where the 

hotel was supposed to be built?  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. NG:  And the reason of my question 

was because that was a redevelopment area.  Is 

this building now that it's in progress still in 

the same area or anything have change?  

MR. TONZOLA:  Not that I know of.  I 

believe it's all the same.  

MR. NG:  Okay.  When you get a chance, 

can you review the documentation that I sent you?  

I know I just sent it yesterday or day before, but 

please can you let me know?  

MR. TONZOLA:  Yes.  

MR. NG:  Okay.  This probably could be 

important if they are doing something in there and 

we should be involved and we're not, I don't want 

that to happen.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Right, yes.  So I glanced 
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at it, but I haven't thoroughly reviewed it enough 

to be able to competently -- 

MR. NG:  No, no, I understand that.  If 

you can please when you review it, just tell me 

your feedback.  

MR. TONZOLA:  I'll write a memo.  I'll 

do a formal memo analyzing it and recommending any 

action the Board needs to take.  

MR. NG:  Okay.  

MR. TONZOLA:  If any.  

MR. NG:  Thank you. 

MR. TONZOLA:  Other than that, the only 

status I have is I spoke to counsel for Yardley 

project again.  And they were internally reviewing 

and seeing if -- basically, no answer, but they're 

looking at it and looking at next steps and see if 

they are going to submit a new plan or what 

action, if any, they're going to take.  But they 

didn't have any updates for me when we spoke two 

and a half weeks ago.  

MR. NG:  Okay.  

MR. TONZOLA:  But I did -- they did say 

that hopefully before the next -- before we meet 

again next month, they'll have something in 

writing for us.  
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MR. NG:  That's great.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  How many years 

ago did we approve this?  

MR. NG:  I believe two years before 

COVID-19, so 2017, something like that.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  The approved 

resolution is valid for how long?  

MR. NG:  One year, then they have to 

renew, I believe, every year.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Have they done 

it?  

MR. NG:  I think so, as far as I know.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  They have to come 

here in front of the Board?  

MR. NG:  I don't know about this time, 

if they stopped the project or they did a reapply 

for the redevelopment area or whatever it is.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Okay.  

MR. NG:  It's something that you can 

find out about it?  

MR. TONZOLA:  Yeah.  So my 

understanding, based on my conversation with 

counsel, was that, you know, they're reevaluating 

and any movement going forward will be, you know, 

an alteration or update of previously submitted 
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plans.  

MR. NG:  Okay.  Carlos, when I receive 

the news from him, I'll share with you.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Thank you.  

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Chairman and 

counsel, I just would like to respectfully make an 

addition to the report on the Yardley project, 

which may or may not apply, I think it kind of 

does.  Commissioner Bonito.  

Bottom line, recently, I was walking by 

the Blue Chapel area, former Blue Chapel, which is 

part of the Yardley project.  And I had observed 

that the historical marker outside on the sidewalk 

designating the building and grounds as a 

historical landmark by Mayor Stack and the 

Commissioners some years ago, that part of the 

facing on that landmark was removed.  In other 

words, you see one side, you don't see the other.  

And I don't know what to attribute that to, but I 

became concerned about it.  

And I did make a phone call to Mayor 

Stack, who had referred the situation to 

Commissioner Fernandez.  He did get back to me and 

informed me, Commissioner Fernandez, did in fact 

inform me verbally that when budget allows, that 
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the marker -- and I've been walking by there a 

little more frequently, just to see what's going 

on -- but I was advised by Commissioner Fernandez 

that the marker, as it is now, will be removed 

when budget allows for that.  And that marker, 

which is the original, is going to be placed into 

the Musto Museum and a new marker is going to be 

created and placed there.  

I'm mentioning this as a matter of 

record as part of the Yardley project.  I mean 

whatever happened with that particular marker may 

or may not have anything to do with the 

development, the developer, I don't -- I want to 

be careful with that language.  But just to 

mention as part of that project and the historical 

aspect of it, you know, what happened to the 

actual marker for the record.  

MR. NG:  Yeah.  Well, I know that at the 

beginning of the Yardley project, as Commissioner 

Bonito mentioned, that was part of the project, I 

believe it was part of in the sense of affordable 

housing, that project was contemplated to be done 

in there.  And after that, I think they moved to 

another location.  So I really don't know if that 

location that you're referring to is still part of 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

12

the project, if the project will be continued.  

So when you receive any news from the 

developers, probably you can ask about it.  I know 

that Mayor Stack communicated with Commissioner 

Fernandez as a Commissioner of the City and they 

were dealing with that.  Because when I was -- 

when you wrote me a text, I also communicated with 

Mayor Stack and Commissioner Fernandez and they 

told me we already are taking care of it.  

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Correct, correct.  

Thank you.  

MR. NG:  Okay.  That's the report about 

it.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Okay.  

MR. NG:  We can move on.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Thank you, Commissioner.  

Do we have -- I have nothing else to report on the 

status, a motion to move onto the -- 

MR. NG:  Public comments.  There's no 

one in the public.  

MR. TONZOLA:  No public here.  We can do 

four, five, and six as one motion.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Motion.  

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Second.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Roll call for items four, 
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five, and six on the agenda.  

MR. NG:  Which is the report of status, 

public comments, that's for Commissioner 

Fernandez, and such other business as may come 

before the Board, so he knows.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Thank you.  So roll call.  

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION:

MR. TONZOLA:  No public here.  We can do 

four, five, and six as one motion.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Motion.  

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Second.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Roll call for items four, 

five, and six on the agenda.  

MR. NG:  Which is the report of status, 

public comments, that's for Commissioner 
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Fernandez, and such other business as may come 

before the Board, so he know.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Thank you.  So roll call.  

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  All items approved.

 

6.  OTHER SUCH BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE 

BOARD:

MR. TONZOLA:  No public here.  We can do 

four, five, and six as one motion.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Motion.  

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Second.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Roll call for items four, 

five, and six on the agenda.  

MR. NG:  Which is the report of status, 

public comments, that's for Commissioner 

Fernandez, and such other business as may come 
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before the Board, so he know.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Thank you.  So roll call.  

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  All items approved. 

ADJOURNMENT:

MR. TONZOLA:  No public here.  We can do 

four, five, and six as one motion.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Motion.  

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Second.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Roll call for items four, 

five, and six on the agenda.  

MR. NG:  Which is the report of status, 

public comments, that's for Commissioner 

Fernandez, and such other business as may come 

before the Board, so he know.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Thank you.  So roll call.  
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Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. TONZOLA:  All items approved.  We 

are adjourned until next month.  

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ:  Thank you.  

Everybody have a great day.  

MR. NG:  Thank you, Lucio. 

(Whereupon the matter was adjourned.)
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a 

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and 

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the 

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set 

forth.

____________________________

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700


