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CITY OF UNION CITY

HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
UNION CITY REDEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

REGULAR MEETING . TRANSCRIPT OF
———————————————————— . PROCEEDINGS
UNION CITY CITY HALL

3715 Palisade Avenue
Union City, New Jersey

Tuesday, December 12, 2023
Commencing at 4:43 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

LUCIO FERNANDEZ, CHAIRMAN
VINCENT BONITO, COMMISSIONER
EVA FESTA, COMMISSIONER
CARLOS VALLEJO, COMMISSIONER

MEMBERS ABSENT:
VICTOR SEBASTIANI, COMMISSIONER
NORMA LOPEZ, COMMISSIONER
ALSO PRESENT:
FLORIO, KENNY, RAVAL, LLP

BY: MICHAEL SIMONE, ESQ.
Board Attorney

KENNEDY NG, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
449 Columbia Blvd., Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075
201-933-8220 SBischoffccr@yahoo.com
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I NDE X

CALL TO ORDER

SALUTE TO FLAG

ROLL CALL

AGENDA

1.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
MEETING OF NOVEMBER 14, 2023

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS
AND PREPARATION OF CHECKS

4. PRESENTATION OF 2024 UCRA MONTHLY
MEETINGS CALENDAR

5. ADOPTION OF 2024 BUDGET

6. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS

7. PUBLIC COMMENT

8. OTHER SUCH BUSINESS AS MAY COME
BEFORE THE BOARD

ADJOURNMENT

11

12
13




w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MR. NG: Good afternoon, everybody.
Please take notice that on Tuesday, December 12,
2023, at 4:30 p.m. a regular meeting is scheduled
for Union City Redevelopment Agency to be held in
the second floor courtroom of the Union City City
Hall, located at 3715 Palisade Avenue, Union City,
New Jersey.

Residents who wish to submit comments in
writing rather than in person may direct them to
the acting board secretary email at kng@ucnj.com,
this is me Kennedy, at least two hours prior to
the meeting. The comments/questions must include
the individuals name and address which will be

read into the record. Let's salute the flag.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance 1is

recited.)

MR. NG: Adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided by notice of this meeting
setting forth the time, location, and the agenda

to the extent known was forwarded to The Jersey

Journal, The Record, and The Hudson Reporter,

posted on the bulletin board in City Hall and has

been made available to the public in the office of
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the municipal clerk.
At this time, I'm going to pass the

meeting to our counselor. You can take it.

ROLL CALL:

MR. SIMONE: We're going to start with
roll call. Commissioner Fernandez.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Here.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Here.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Here.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Here.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Sebastiani,
not present.

Commissioner Lopez, not present.

MR. NG: Mr. Sebastiani had surgery
today, so he's excused. And Commissioner Lopez
had a family emergency. She was just waiting for
my call if T needed a Commissioner to do it by
phone. She's excused.

MR. SIMONE: Hope the best goes for both

of them.
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1.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF

NOVEMBER 14, 2023:

MR. SIMONE: So beginning with the

agenda, Item Number 1, approval of the minutes

from the meeting of November 14, 2023.

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: Make a motion.
MR. SIMONE: And a second?
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Second.

MR. SIMONE: We'll put it to a vote.

Commissioner Fernandez.

2.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Festa.
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Motion passes.

APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF

CLAIMS:

MR. SIMONE: Second item on the agenda

is approval and ratification of prior payment of
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claims.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: I make a motion.
COMMISSIONER FESTA: TI'll second.

MR. SIMONE: Second. Put it to a vote.
Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Festa.
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Excellent, motion passes.

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

MR. SIMONE: Third item on the agenda,

approval for the payment of bills and preparation

of checks.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Motion.
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Second.
MR. SIMONE: Put it to a vote.
Commissioner Fernandez.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.
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MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Festa.
COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Motion passes.

4. PRESENTATION OF 2024 UCRA MONTHLY MEETINGS

CALENDAR:

MR. SIMONE: Fourth agenda item,
presentation of the 2024 UCRA monthly meetings
calendar.

MR. NG: Commissioners, you have in your
package the dates that I set up. And we always
play it by ear, sometimes we have to change the
dates, but those are the dates according to the
calendar. I don't see any problems. And then
monthly, we review it, 1f everybody can make it.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Make a motion.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Seconded. We'll put it to
a vote.

Commissioner Fernandez.
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CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Motion passes.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Can I ask a
question? Is this correct way to do i1t? To say
Tuesday, November 12, 2024, between parentheses
11/15 or 11/19?

MR. NG: The thing is we have options of
those two days in case we cannot do it because
November is very busy, election day, turkey day,
this —-

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Something new to
learn.

MR. NG: Remember this is for us, it's
not going to go to the newspaper like that.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Did we vote on
that?

MR. SIMONE: We're on adoption of the

2024 budget.
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5. ADOPTION OF 2024 BUDGET:

MR. SIMONE: And fifth agenda item 1is
adoption of the 2024 budget.

MR. NG: The budget was reviewed by our
accountant people and myself. I think at the last
meeting, we discussed it, but I wasn't here.

MR. SIMONE: Fantastic.

MR. NG: So it's good to go.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: I make a motion.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Second.

MR. SIMONE: We'll put it to a vote.

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Motion passes.

6. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:

MR. SIMONE: Agenda Item Number 6,
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report on status of projects.

MR. NG: When Matthew was here, like two
meetings or three meetings ago, I know that last
meeting I wasn't around. And one of the questions
that you guys discussed was the presentation of
the PBG, I believe, that was pending? Matthew was
supposed to tell me when they were ready to pass
by and present the project to the commissioners.
And I really don't know if he filled you in with
that?

MR. SIMONE: No, but I will follow-up
with them.

MR. NG: Can you please?

MR. SIMONE: Yes. You said that's PBG?

MR. NG: Yes. And the reason that I
should know like at least two weeks before,
because I got to talk to the commissioners.
Because that day, the meeting will be a little
longer because now we spend like half an hour.
When any project has been presented to us, the
experience 1s that probably the meeting will be
like an hour, so people could be prepared.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: It's 2207 Summit
Avenue.

MR. NG: That's the address.
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MR. SIMONE: One more time?

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: 2207.

MR. NG: I know Matthew had a
conversation with them and they were ready for the
presentation.

MR. SIMONE: TI'll follow up and I'll get
back to you as soon as I can.

Any other reports on status of projects?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Make a motion to
accept the status of projects.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Motion passes.

7. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION:

MR. SIMONE: Public comment portion.

Seeing as how there's no one present, did we
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receive anything in writing?

MR. NG: No, we don't have anybody. But
there was notification in the newspaper and so
forth, so nobody here.

MR. SIMONE: Great.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Make a motion to
close the public comment portion of the meeting.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: I'll second it.

MR. SIMONE: Put it to a vote.

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

8. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE

BOARD:

MR. SIMONE: And, finally, any other
such other business as may come before the board?
MR. NG: I just want to thank

Commissioner Lucio Fernandez, the Chairman. Last
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meeting, he handled the meeting, I wasn't around.
I know Kenny came with the packages and it was
good. I try to do my best to capitalize on the
things I do. Last night, I just got a Lyft from
here to New York. And the meeting that was here
finished by almost 12:00, so I do my best. Thank
you, Lucio.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Thank you.

ADJOURNMENT :

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: I make a motion to
adjourn.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: It passes. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Happy holidays.

(Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at 4:51 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set

forth.

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700




