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MR. NG:  Good afternoon, everybody.  

Please take notice that on Tuesday, January 9, 

2024, at 4:30 p.m., a regular meeting is scheduled 

for the Union City Redevelopment Agency to be held 

in the second floor courtroom of the Union City 

City Hall located at 3715 Palisade Avenue, Union 

City, New Jersey.  Residents who wish to submit 

public comments in writing rather than in person 

may direct them to acting board secretary, that's 

me, email at KNG@ucnj.com at least two hours prior 

to the meeting.  The comments/questions must 

include the individual's name and address which 

will be read into the record.  Let's salute the 

flag.  

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.) 

MR. NG:  Adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided as follows:  Notice of this 

meeting setting forth the time, date, location and 

the agenda to the extent known was forwarded to 

the The Jersey Journal, The Record and The Hudson 

Reporter, has been posted on the bulletin board in 

city hall and has been made available to the 
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public in the office of the municipal clerk.  

At this time, I'm going to pass the rest 

of the meeting to our counselor.

ROLL CALL:

  

MR. SIMONE:  Okay.  We're going to 

complete roll call now.  

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Here.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Here.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Bonito, absent.

Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Here.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Here. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Here.  

MR. SIMONE:  Excellent.  

MR. NG:  Commissioner Bonito just called 

me like 20 minutes ago that he has an emergency, 

so he's excused.

1.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF 
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DECEMBER 12, 2023.

  

MR. SIMONE:  All right.  First item on 

the agenda is approval of the minutes from the 

meeting of December 12, 2023.  Do we have a 

motion?

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Motion.  

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Second.  

MR. SIMONE:  We'll take a vote on it.  

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  That agenda item passes.

2.  APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF 

CLAIMS.  

MR. SIMONE:  Second on the agenda is 
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approval and ratification of prior payment of 

claims.  Do we have a motion?  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  I make a motion.  

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Second.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  That passes.

3.  APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND 

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

  

MR. SIMONE:  Next on the agenda is 

approval for the payment of bills and preparation 

of checks.  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Make a motion.

MR. SIMONE:  We have a motion, do we 

have a second?  
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COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Second.  

MR. SIMONE:  We'll put to it a vote.  

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  All right, that passes.  

Next is presentation of the 2024 UCRA 

monthly meetings calendar, does anyone have a 

copy?  

MR. NG:  I didn't bring it today, but I 

think I gave a copy in the previous meeting and I 

sent it to you.  

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  I got it.  

MR. SIMONE:  Make sure it's on the 

agenda.  Do we have a motion?  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Motion.  

COMMISSIONER FERNANDEZ:  Second.  

MR. SIMONE:  To a vote.
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Commissioner Fernandez.  

COMMISSIONER FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  That passes as well.  

Next on the agenda is adoption of the 

2024 budget.  Is there any presentation on that?  

MR. NG:  No.  I think that we spoke 

about it at the last meeting, too.  So it was 

approved and there was -- if the Commissioners 

have any comments?  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  That's not on our 

agenda.  

MR. NG:  I think you're looking at the 

previous meeting.

MR. SIMONE:  I think that's exactly 

what's happening.  I thought I removed that.  So 

can we have a motion to close that agenda item?  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Motion.  
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COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Second.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes.

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  That passes.  Thank you 

everybody for bearing with me.  

4.  REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:

MR. SIMONE:  Next on the agenda is the 

report of status on projects.  Does anyone have a 

report?  

MR. NG:  No.  I know you sent me an 

email about PBG, if you can comment to them that 

you did the research.  

MR. SIMONE:  Absolutely.  So I spoke 

with former counsel Matt from my office.  Last we 

had spoke about this, he's -- we've been trying to 
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reach out to the developer, have not had a 

successful contact with them yet.  I will continue 

to reach out and we hope to have this on the 

following meeting agenda.  And that will be a bit 

longer.  The developer will have to present 

something for that.  But I will keep commissioner 

informed as to developments.  

MR. NG:  Mr. Vallejo, I know you're 

dealing with the planning board, do you have any 

other news about PBG in your planning or nothing?  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Nothing before 

the board.  

MR. SIMONE:  Have you been able to get 

in contact with the developers at all?  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  No.  What I 

see -- I think the city is getting in touch with 

the people who have the project, that's all I know.  

MR. NG:  I think that the last thing 

that I heard was that they were selling the 

property and the new developer was about to 

purchase the property.  And the city, I think, 

sent a lawyer to just to search a little bit what 

was the deal.  And I think that it was positive 

and they, like three months ago, they were ready 

to present the project to us.  And that's why I 
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ask you if you can get in contact with them, so 

when they come here with a presentation, I can 

telling the commissioners that the meeting will be 

a little longer.  Because usually we have like 

10 minutes, 20 minutes, but when they come with 

the architect and engineer, it could be an hour, 

probably more than an hour.  

MR. SIMONE:  I'll give them a call 

tomorrow and I'll speak to somebody in the city to 

see if they've been able to successfully contact 

them and see if the property has been sold and 

make the next steps on that.  

MR. NG:  Maybe they sold already the 

property and they have a new owner, I don't know.  

MR. SIMONE:  That will be a second 

priority tomorrow.  Thank you.  We don't have to 

vote on closing this.

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION:

MR. SIMONE:  Next on the agenda, public 

comment portion.  Seeing as no one's here and I 

don't believe, we have any emails for phone calls 

coming in.
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6.  ANY OTHER SUCH BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE 

BOARD:

MR. SIMONE:  The next agenda item is any 

other such business as may come before the board.  

MR. NG:  I don't have anything more.  

MR. SIMONE:  Excellent, okay.  

Do we have a motion to close?  

COMMISSIONER FERNANDEZ:  Motion.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Second.  

MR. SIMONE:  Put it to a vote.

Commissioner Fernandez.  

COMMISSIONER FERNANDEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes.

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.  

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.  

MR. SIMONE:  Thank you everybody for 

your time. 

(Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at 4:43 p.m.)
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a 

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and 

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the 

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set 

forth.
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