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REGULAR MEETING

CITY OF UNION CITY

HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
UNION CITY REDEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

TRANSCRIPT OF
PROCEEDINGS

UNION CITY CITY HALL
SECOND FLOOR COURTROOM

3715 Palisade Avenue
Union City, New Jersey

Tuesday, March 12, 2024
Commencing at 4:35 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

LUCIO FERNANDEZ, CHAIRMAN
VICTOR SEBASTIANI, COMMISSIONER
CARLOS VALLEJO, COMMISSIONER (VIA PHONE)

NORMA LOPEZ,

COMMISSIONER

MEMBERS ABSENT:

EVA FESTA, COMMISSIONER
VINCENT BONITO, COMMISSIONER

ALSO PRESENT:

FLORIO, KENNY, RAVAL, LLP
BY: MICHAEL SIMONE, ESQ.
Board Attorney

KENNEDY NG, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SUSAN BISCHOFF CCR CO.
449 Columbia Blvd., Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075

201-390-0583

SBischoffccr@yahoo.com
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I NDE X

CALL TO ORDER

SALUTE TO FLAG

ROLL CALL

AGENDA

1.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
MEETING OF FEBRUARY 13, 2024

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR
PAYMENT OF BILLS

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND
PREPARATION OF CHECKS

4. APPROVAL OF CONTRACT FOR AUDITING
SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED BY DONOHUE,
GIRONDA, DORIA & TOMKINS, LLC, FOR
THE YEAR OF 2024

5. APPROVAL OF THE CONTRACT FOR
STENOGRAPHY SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED
BY SUSAN BISCHOFF CCR CO. FOR THE YEAR
OF 2024

6. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS

7. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION

8. OTHER SUCH BUSINESS AS MAY COME
BEFORE THE BOARD

ADJOURNMENT
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MR. NG: Good afternoon. Please
take notice that on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, at
4:30 p.m., a regular meeting is scheduled for the
Union City Redevelopment Agency to be held in the
second floor courtroom of the Union City City
Hall, located at 3715 Palisade Avenue, Union City,
New Jersey.

Residents who wish to submit public
comments writing rather than in person may direct
them to the acting board secretary, which is me,
Kennedy Ng to kng@ucnj.com, at least two hours
prior to the meeting. The comments/questions must
include the individual's name and the address
which will be read into the record. Let's salute

the flag.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance 1is

recited.)

MR. NG: Opening statement. Adequate
notice has been provided as follows: Notice of
this meeting setting forth the time, date,
location, and the agenda to the extent known was

forwarded to The Jersey Journal, The Record, The

Hudson Reporter, has been posted on the bulletin
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board in city hall and has been made available to

the public in the office of the municipal clerk.

At this time,

I'm going to pass the

meeting to our attorney to take it from here.

ROLL CALL:

with roll

quorum.

MR. SIMONE:

Sure. We're going to start

call. Fernandez.

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Here.

MR. SIMONE:
MR. NG: She'
MR. SIMONE:
Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER
MR. SIMONE:
COMMISSIONER
MR. SIMONE:
COMMISSIONER

MR. SIMONE:

Festa.
s not in today, I believe.

Bonito, not here.

VALLEJO: Here.
Sebastiani.
SEBASTIANI: Here.
Lopez.

LOPEZ: Here.

Excellent, we have a

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF

FEBRUARY 13, 2024.
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MR. SIMONE: The first item on the
agenda 1s approval of the minutes from the meeting
of February 13, 2024. Do we have a motion to
approve?

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Motion.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Putting that to a vote.

Fernandez.

CHATRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANT: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Okay, that item passes.

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF

CLAIMS.

MR. SIMONE: Second on the agenda is
approval and ratification of prior payment of
claims. Do we have a motion on that agenda item?

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Motion.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANTI: Second.
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MR. SIMONE: Fernandez.
CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Excellent.

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND

PREPARATION OF CHECKS.

MR. SIMONE: Next on the agenda is

approval for the payment of bills and preparation

of checks.

Do we have a motion for this item?
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Motion.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.
MR. SIMONE: Excellent.

Fernandez.

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
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MR. SIMONE: Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Okay.

4. APPROVAL OF THE CONTRACT FOR AUDITING SERVICES
TO BE PERFORMED BY DONOHUE, GIRONDA, DORIA &

TOMKINS, LLC, FOR THE YEAR OF 2024.

MR. SIMONE: Next on the agenda is
approval of the contract for auditing services to
be performed by Donohue, Gironda, Doria and
Tomkins, LLC, for the year 2024.

I have a copy of the resolution which
I'll read into the record. Unfortunately, I don't
have a copy of the actual contract, but we can get
that completed. City of Union City resolution
authorizing an agreement for auditing services
with Donohue, Gironda, Doria and Tomkins, LILC.

Whereas, the City of Union City desires
to enter into a contract for the auditing services
from January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2024;
and

Whereas N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3 provides that
a contract for professional services may be

awarded without public advertising where the cost
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of the total sum of $17,500; and

Whereas, the City of Union City desires
to enter into the attached contract with Donohue,
Gironda, Doria and Tomkins, LLC, of Secaucus, New
Jersey, to provide auditing services and related
services to the City, subject to the terms and
conditions set forth therein; and

Whereas, the auditing services shall be
provided at the cost of $8,000 to the City of
Union City as set forth in the contract.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by Union
City Redevelopment Agency of the City of Union
City that the City of Union City is hereby
authorized to enter into a contract with Donohue,
Gironda, Doria and Tomkins, LLC, of Secaucus, New
Jersey, to provide auditing and related services
for the Union City Redevelopment Agency from
January 1, 2024, to December 31, 2024, subject to
the terms and conditions set forth in the attached
contract.

And be it further resolved that the
Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and
directed to execute such contract as well as any
other documents necessary to effectuate the

purpose of this resolution.
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Okay. Do we have a motion to authorize
the resolution?
CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Motion.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.

(Commissioner Bonito arrived.)

MR. SIMONE: Fernandez.

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. NG: Just for the record,
Commissioner Bonito just arrived.

MR. SIMONE: So Fernandez. Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Excellent, that agenda item

passes.

5. APPROVAL OF THE CONTRACT FOR STENOGRAPHY
SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED BY SUSAN BISCHOFF FOR THE

YEAR OF 2024.
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MR. SIMONE: Refresh my memory, did we
actually approve the contract for Ms. Bischoff
last time?

MR. NG: I believe so.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. Just for posterity,
I'11l have to read the resolution in as well. So
we're adding agenda item number 5, this is new
number 5. Approval of the contract for
stenography services to be performed by Susan
Bischoff for the year 2024.

Whereas, the City of Union City desires
to end into a contract for stenography services
from January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2024;
and

Whereas, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3 provides that
a contract for professional services may be
awarded without public advertising where the cost
of same does not exceed the total sum of $17,500;
and

Whereas, the City of Union City desires
to enter into the attached contract with Susan
Bischoff to provide stenography services and
related services for the City subject to the terms

and conditions set forth therein; and
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Now, therefore be it resolved by the
Union City Redevelopment Agency of the City of
Union City that the City of Union City is hereby
authorized to enter into a contract with Susan
Bischoff to provide stenography and related
services for the Union City Redevelopment Agency
from January 1, 2024, to December 31, 2024,
subject to the terms and conditions set forth in
the contract.

And be it further resolved, the Mayor
and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed
to execute such contract as well as any other
documents necessary to effectuate the purpose of
this resolution.

MR. NG: So when you finish with the
updated version, I should have a copy to sign it
and city clerk?

MR. SIMONE: Yes.

MR. NG: Okay.

MR. SIMONE: Do we have a motion to
approve this resolution?

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Motion.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. Fernandez.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.
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MR. SIMONE: Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Excellent, that passes.

6. REPORT ON STATUS OF PROJECTS:

MR. SIMONE: Next on the agenda item is
report on status of projects. I have nothing from
the PBG Developers at this time.

MR. NG: Okay.

MR. SIMONE: And no further projects
that I'm aware of.

MR. NG: Me neither. So you mentioned
at the last meeting that the PBG project, 1t was
sold to a new investor?

MR. SIMONE: Yes, correct. Last I spoke
to them, they said they would get together some
sort of presentation, but I haven't heard from

them in about two weeks.
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MR. NG: Okay. So there's anyway that
we can —-—- I know that you communicate with them --
to communicate with them again early this month,
so we can have finally the presentation? Because
I believe that the City of Union City
administration would like to know about it.

MR. SIMONE: Certainly, I will follow-up
first thing tomorrow.

MR. NG: Thank you.

MR. SIMONE: Of course.

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Make a motion to
accept the status of projects.

MR. SIMONE: Certainly.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Fernandez.

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANT: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: That agenda item is closed.
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7. PUBLIC COMMENT:

MR. SIMONE: The public comment portion,
no written?

MR. NG: No written, no emails, nothing
has been sent to me. But I really wanted to ask a
question legally.

MR. SIMONE: Of course, yes.

MR. NG: In the future, 1f we have
people from the public, for how long they can
speak?

MR. SIMONE: Typically, it's
three minutes, some boards do five minutes, but
three is usually the hard cut off.

MR. NG: Commissioner Chairman
Fernandez, in the commissioner meetings, how long?
We would like to unify.

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: The
commissioners allows five minutes.

MR. NG: Five minutes, okay. So can we
do something a document that --

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: I think
three minutes is plenty.

MR. NG: So we have for the public
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three minutes?

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Three minutes 1is
more than enough.

MR. NG: That's what we do in rent
control, starting yesterday, to unify the amount
of minutes.

MR. SIMONE: Of course, yeah. I'll add
that to the Open Public Meetings Act section,
that's where it typically is for most boards and
agencies. So that this way the public has notice
coming into 1t that they only have three minutes.

MR. NG: Thank you.

MR. SIMONE: Do we have a motion to
close public comment?

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Motion.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANTI: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Fernandez.

CHATRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANT: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Lopez.
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COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

8. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE

BOARD:

MR. SIMONE: And final agenda item is
any other such business that may have come before
the board?

MR. NG: Nothing. Just I believe that
the next meeting in April will be the 9th. Other

than that, I don't have anything.

ADJOURNMENT :

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: I make a motion
to adjourn the meeting.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Fernandez.

CHAIRPERSON FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
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closed.

4:477 p.m.)

MR. SIMONE: Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Today's meeting i1s hereby

(Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at
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CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set

forth.

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700




