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CITY OF UNION CITY

HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
UNION CITY REDEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

REGULAR MEETING . TRANSCRIPT OF
———————————————————— . PROCEEDINGS
UNION CITY CITY HALL

3715 Palisade Avenue
Union City, New Jersey

Tuesday, July 9, 2024
Commencing at 4:33 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

LUCIO FERNANDEZ, CHAIRMAN (VIA PHONE)
VICTOR SEBASTIANI, COMMISSIONER
CARLOS VALLEJO, COMMISSIONER

NORMA LOPEZ, COMMISSIONER

MEMBETRS ABSENT:

VINCENT BONITO, COMMISSIONER
EVA FESTA, COMMISSIONER

ALSO PRESENT:

FLORIO, KENNY, RAVAL, LLP
BY: MICHAEL SIMONE, ESQ.
Board Attorney

KENNEDY NG, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SUSAN BISCHOFFEF CCR CO.
449 Columbia Blvd., Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075
201-390-0583 SBischoffccr@yahoo.com
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I NDE X

CALL TO ORDER

SALUTE TO FLAG

ROLL CALL

AGENDA

1.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
MEETING OF JUNE 11, 2024

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS
AND PREPARATION OF CHECKS

4. REVIEW AND SIGNATURE OF THE 2023
AUDIT REVIEW CERTIFICATION

5. DISCUSSION AND VOTE ON RESOLUTION
REGARDING 2023 AUDIT REVIEW

6. PUBLIC COMMENT

7. OTHER SUCH BUSINESS AS MAY COME
BEFORE THE BOARD

ADJOURNMENT

10
13

13

15
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MR. NG: Good afternoon. Please take
notice that on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, at
4:30 p.m., a regular meeting is scheduled for the
Union City Redevelopment Agency to be held in the
second floor courtroom of Union City City Hall,
located at 3715 Palisade Avenue, Union City, New
Jersey.

Residents who wish to submit public
comments in writing rather than in person may
direct them to the acting board secretary, which
is me, to knglucnj.com at least two hours prior to
the meeting. The comments/questions must include
the individual's name and address, which will be
read into the record.

Let's salute the flag.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Alleglance was

recited.)

MR. NG: Adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided as follows: Notice of this
meeting setting forth the time, date, location,
and the agenda to the extent known was forwarded

to The Jersey Journal, The Record, and The Hudson

Reporter, has been posted on the bulletin board in
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the City Hall and has been made available to the

public in the office of the municipal clerk.

At this time,

meeting to our counsel,

ROLL CALL:

MR. SIMONE:
roll call.
Fernandez.
COMMISSIONER
MR. SIMONE:
MR. NG: She
minute.
MR. SIMONE:
MR. NG:
couple minutes.
MR. SIMONE:
COMMISSIONER
MR. SIMONE:
COMMISSIONER
MR. SIMONE:
COMMISSIONER

MR. SIMONE:

quorum.

I'm going to pass the

please.

Sure. We will start with
FERNANDEZ: Here.
Festa.

couldn't make it, last

Bonito.

He said he's coming, probably a

Vallejo.
VALLEJO: Here.
Sebastiani.
SEBASTIANI: Here.
Lopez.
LOPEZ: Here.

Excellent. We have a
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1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF
JUNE 11, 2024.

MR. SIMONE: First on the agenda is the
approval of minutes from the meeting of June 11,
2024. Is there a motion?

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Motion.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANT: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Fantastic, that passes.

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF

CLAIMS:

MR. SIMONE: Second on the list 1is
approval and ratification of prior payment of
claims. Is there a motion to approve?

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Motion.
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COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANT: Second.

MR. SIMONE:

Okay. Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE:

Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE:

Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. SIMONE:

Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE:

Okay, that passes as well.

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

MR. SIMONE:

Next approval for the

payment of bills and preparation of checks. Is

there a motion?

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Motion.

MR. SIMONE:

And a second?

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Second.

MR. SIMONE:

Fernandez.

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE:

Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE:

Sebastiani.
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COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Fantastic.

4. REVIEW AND SIGNATURE OF THE 2023 AUDIT REVIEW

CERTIFICATION:

MR. SIMONE: Okay, four. Review and
signature of the 2023 audit review certification.
Just to note, there should be two documents here.
One is a resolution, one is the audit review
certificate. Just before, the statutory purposes,
we have to do the review certificate before the
resolution. So this basically just says that
every member of the board has had a chance to
review the actual audit report as well as the
resolution.

MR. NG: In the package also, I include
the entire report and everything. So I mean I
reviewed it, our lawyers reviewed 1it, the
financial staff upstairs. There's no finding this
year as always. So I just have a document that
everybody should sign and I did review it,

nothing --
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COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Irregular.

MR. NG: Irreqgular.

MR. SIMONE: Okay. So we will have
to —-

MR. NG: I'm sorry. The thing with the
audit, we the last three years, no developments
has been going on. So it's the routine things,
just the payment of our lawyers, our staff. It's
nothing deep to be reviewed, that's why.

MR. SIMONE: Fantastic.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Can we get a five
minute break to review this report, please?

MR. NG: Of course.

MR. SIMONE: Certainly.

(Whereupon a short recess was taken.)

MR. NG: So we can go back on the
record. So I note the members of the board just
reviewed what the counsel say about the audit and
resolution. And so I have this, as every year,
everybody should sign that the document was
reviewed. No big deal.

MR. SIMONE: TIf you want to pass that

around, I'll read the certificate in the record.
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This is the local Authority's group
affidavit form prescribed by the New Jersey Local
Finance Board, audit review certificate.

It states: We the members of the
governing body of the Union City Redevelopment
Agency, being of full age and doing duly sworn
according to law, upon our oath depose and say:

1. We are duly appointed members of the
Union City Redevelopment Agency.

2. We certify pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:5A-17, that we have each reviewed the annual
audit report for the fiscal year ended December
31, 2023, and specifically the sections of the
audit reports entitled "General Comments,"
"Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs," and
"Recommendations."

MR. NG: Okay. Lucio, I will send you
this form so you should sign and also couple
documentation that you always sign when you come
to the meeting.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Okay. No problem,
thank you.

MR. NG: I believe that Mr. Sebastiani
have to sign also.

MR. SIMONE: Do we have a motion to have
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the certification signed and close this item?
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: I make a motion.
MR. SIMONE: Motion by Lopez.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.
MR. SIMONE: Fernandez.
CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: That passes, that section

is closed, okay.

5. DISCUSSION AND VOTE ON RESOLUTION REGARDING

2023 AUDIT REVIEW:

MR. SIMONE: Next, discussion and vote
on the resolution regarding the 2023 audit review.

Again, unfortunately, I have to read
this into the minutes, so bear with me for a
moment.

Resolution.

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5A-15 requires the
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governing body of each local authority to cause an
annual audit of its accounts to be made, and

WHEREAS, the annual audit report for the
fiscal year ended December 31, 2023, has been
completed and filed with the Union City
Redevelopment Agency pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:5A-15; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5A-17, requires
the governing body of each authority to, within
45 days of receipt of the annual audit, certify by
resolution to the Local Finance Board that each
member thereof has personally reviewed the annual
audit report, and specifically the sections of the
audit report entitled "General Comments,"
"Recommendations," and "Schedule of Findings and
Questioned Costs," and has evidenced that review
by group affidavit in the form prescribed by the
Local Finance Board; and

WHEREAS, the members of the governing
body have received the annual governing and have
personally reviewed the general audit, and have
specially reviewed the sections of the annual
report entitled "General Comments,"
"Recommendations," "Schedule of Findings and

Questioned Costs," in accordance with N.J.S.A.
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40A:5A-17.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the
governing body of the Union City Redevelopment
Agency hereby certifies to the Local Finance Board
of the State of New Jersey that each governing
body member has personally reviewed the annual
audit report for the fiscal year ended
December 31, 2023, and specifically has reviewed
the sections of the audit report entitled "General
Comments, " "Recommendations," and "Schedule of
Findings and Questioned Costs," and has evidenced
that review by group affidavit in the form
prescribed by the Local Finance Board.

Be It Further Resolved that the
secretary of the authority is hereby directed to
promptly submit to the Local Finance Board the
aforesaid group affidavit, accompanied by a
certified true copy of this resolution.

Do we have a motion to —-- any discussion
necessary? Okay. Do we have a motion to vote on
this resolution?

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: I make a motion.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Fernandez.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.
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MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Fantastic. So this can be

signed, and once that is complete, sent out.

6. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION:

MR. SIMONE: Moving onto the public
comment portion.

MR. NG: We don't have anybody in the
public.

MR. SIMONE: No one emailed?

MR. NG: No.

7. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE

BOARD:

MR. SIMONE: Seeing as no members of the
public are present or have offered any comments,
statements, or questions, we will move onto final

item, whether any such other business has come
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before the board.

MR. NG: Yes. I would like to report
that next month, in August, we don't have a
meeting, as usual, so a little break in there.

But I'm going to let you know that I believe we're
going to have the presentation in September for
the company PBG.

MR. SIMONE: Yuan Hang, that's the
purchaser.

MR. NG: The new owners. So for that
meeting, I will need everybody here and the
meeting will be a little longer because it will be
a presentation, probably from the architect,
engineer, probably traffic —--

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Which is the next
meeting?

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: September.

MR. NG: As usual, at the beginning of
the year, I gave every commissioner with a page
with every month a day, but I will refresh about
the date in September.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Because September
is a busy month.

MR. SIMONE: I think it's the 10th.

MR. NG: This is very important for the
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City Redevelopment Agency got having any
construction, you know, and during the last
probably seven years. So this is important for
the City and for us, okay. And this is the
commands that I have from the administration that
when we have a project, we should be all here, all
the commissioners. That's what the administration
is expecting. That's my report.

MR. SIMONE: Okay, thank you.

ADJOURNMENT :

MR. SIMONE: Formal action may be taken
on the items listed on the agenda and on any
additional items coming before this board.

Do we have a motion to close today's
meeting?

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: I make a motion.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
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4:477 p.m.)

MR. SIMONE: Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: The motion passes.

MR. NG: Thank you.

(Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at
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CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set

forth.

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700




