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REGULAR MEETING

CITY OF UNION CITY

HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
UNION CITY REDEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

TRANSCRIPT OF
PROCEEDINGS
UNION CITY CITY HALL

3715 Palisade Avenue
Union City, New Jersey

Tuesday, December 10, 2024
Commencing at 4:35 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

LUCIO FERNANDEZ, CHAIRMAN
VINCENT BONITO, COMMISSIONER
VICTOR SEBASTIANI, COMMISSIONER
CARLOS VALLEJO, COMMISSIONER

NORMA LOPEZ,

COMMISSIONER

MEMBERS ABSENT:

EVA FESTA, COMMISSIONER

ALSO PRESENT:

FLORIO, KENNY, RAVAL, LLP
BY: MICHAEL SIMONE, ESQ.
Board Attorney

KENNEDY NG, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SUSAN BISCHOFE CCR CO.

201-390-0583

SBischoffccr@yahoo.com




w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

I NDE X

CALL TO ORDER

SALUTE TO FLAG

ROLL CALL

AGENDA

1.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
MEETING OF NOVEMBER 12, 2024

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS
AND PREPARATION OF CHECKS

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION

5. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME
BEFORE THE BOARD

ADJOURNMENT

12
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MR. NG: Good afternoon. Please take
notice that on Tuesday, December 10, 2024, at
4:30 p.m., a regular meeting is scheduled for the
Union City Redevelopment Agency to be held in the
second floor courtroom of the Union City City Hall
located at 3715 Palisade Avenue, Union City, New
Jersey. Residents who wish to submit public
comments in writing rather than in person may
direct comments to the acting board secretary
email at kng@ucnj.com at least two hours prior to
the meeting. The comments/questions must include
the individual's name and address, which will be

read into the record. Let's salute the flag.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was

recited.)

MR. NG: Adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided as follows: Notice of this
meeting setting forth the time, date, location and
the agenda to the extent known was forwarded to

The Jersey Journal, The Record, The Hudson

Reporter, has been posted on the bulletin board in
City Hall and has been made available to the

public in the office of the municipal clerk.
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At this time, I'm going to pass the

meeting to our counselor.

ROLL CALL:

MR. SIMONE: First is roll call.

Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Festa.

MR. NG: Commissioner Festa has some
personal issues.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Here, present.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Present.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Present.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Present.

MR. SIMONE: We have a quorum.

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF

NOVEMBER 12, 2024:

MR. SIMONE: First on the agenda is the
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approval of the minutes from the meeting of
November 12, 2024.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Motion.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Second.
MR. SIMONE: Okay.
Commissioner Fernandez.
CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

2. APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF

CLAIMS:

MR. SIMONE: Second approval and
ratification of prior payment of claims.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Motion.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANT: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Fernandez.

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.
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MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Excellent.

3. APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

MR. SIMONE: Next is approval for the
payment of bills and preparation of checks.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Motion.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Second.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Sebastiani.

COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.
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MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Lopez.
COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Excellent.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION:

MR. SIMONE: Finally is public comment
portion. Seeing as there's no members of the
public —--

CHATRMAN FERNANDEZ: Motion to close —-

5. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE

BOARD:

MR. SIMONE: First, any other such
business before the board?

MR. NG: Yes, I have a couple items
briefly. In the package is the annual notice of
Redevelopment Agency meetings calendar. So
everybody i1s going to know in advance the days of
the meeting, so you can put it in your schedule to
eliminate excuses to attend the meetings. It's
not part of the agenda, but I think we should
include 1it.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Thank you, Mr. Ng.
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COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: The approval
would be as amended, right? If you add that to
the agenda, that has to be amended.

MR. SIMONE: Okay, yes, you are correct.
What we can do is we can introduce it and then
just vote on it.

MR. NG: The main thing is everybody has
the schedule in the folder. And so you know the
dates for the next year.

And the other thing is that I know that
PBG company 1s in limbo. We've been trying, you
have been trying to contact them. And then we are
playing like ping pong, yes, no, they're not
coming, they're coming. I just wanted to present
because I looked in my file and I found this.

Help me?

So this is the design that they gave us.
T don't know if Commissioner Fernandez, you
remember this a long, long time ago. I don't
think anything have changed. So when they come, I
have this and all the things that Commissioner
Vallejo have given me, the agreement between
redevelopment and other things that we can share.
But I need to know in advance when they are going

to come, so I can communicate with them to have a
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longer time to be in the meeting.

MR. SIMONE: T expect them at the
following meeting. I sent an email last week.
They got back to me Friday and said that they
won't be able to make today. But they're on
notice that we need them at the next meeting.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Just for
clarification, those were the two people that were
here at the previous meeting?

MR. NG: Yes, exactly.

COMMISSIONER BONITO: Okay.

MR. NG: Do they have the same lawyer as
the --

MR. SIMONE: Yes, Elaine Berkenwald.

MR. NG: What is the issue, they are not
committed enough to come?

MR. SIMONE: I think she's just not a
very strong communicator, she doesn't reach out to
her clients that frequent. And just the fact I
had emailed her, it took her until Friday, 1t was
4:00 she got back to me. She did ask what new
information she will need to present. That was my
response.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: We spoke to her, we

told her everything we needed. You know, my
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opinion is don't push them to come. Ask them to
come when they're ready to come. When they have
everything together, not piecemeal, that way they
don't come here 20 times, waste their time and our
time and the client's time. Make sure they have
every pertinent information, all the T's crossed,
the I's dotted, so when they come they can do a
real presentation, not that we keep asking for
them to come. When they come to be ready to come,
Just take their time, but do it appropriately.
Otherwise, we're going to be wasting time.

MR. NG: The day they came, I said I'm
going look in my files if I can find something,
I'1ll communicate with Carlos. And he gave me some
paperwork. And I found this. So we have what we
have, I don't know i1f you communicate with Mr.
Spatz, David?

MR. SIMONE: Yes. I sent him an email
separately.

MR. NG: Anything that he said that we
don't know?

MR. SIMONE: He requested just copies of
any and all resolutions that are related to it.
Just reach out to the planning board attorney to

see if they have anything. And in my email to
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Elaine, I did request any and all documents they
have related to the purchase, sale, basically
anything they have, send it over because the more
we have the better.

MR. NG: Okay. That's what I have for
my report.

MR. SIMONE: Motion to close?

CHATIRMAN FERNANDEZ: I want to say to
all of you guys, I know this is a true commitment
to being on any board in the City. And it's hard
to get people to serve on the board. For you guys
to come every month to these board meetings, I'm
sure the mayor appreciates it. I know I
appreciate your time and I'm sure Kennedy and
counsel and everybody for taking, you know, out of
your personal life to be here. It's a pro bono
position, so it's very important just, on behalf
of the mayor, to say thank you. Thank you for
being part of this board.

With that said, I also want to wish you
a Merry Christmas, happy healthy new year.

MR. NG: Thank you, same to you.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: If you celebrate

something else, let it also be happy.
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ADJOURNMENT :

MR. SIMONE: Motion to close.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Motion.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Second.
MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Fernandez.
CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Vallejo.
COMMISSIONER VALLEJO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Sebastiani.
COMMISSIONER SEBASTIANI: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Bonito.
COMMISSIONER BONITO: Yes.

MR. SIMONE: Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ: Yes.

(Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at

4:42 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set

forth.

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700




