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MR. NG:  Good afternoon, everybody.  

Thank you, everybody, for coming to the meeting 

today.  Please take notice that on Tuesday 

April 15, 2025, at 4:30 p.m., a regular meeting is 

scheduled for the Union City Redevelopment Agency 

to be held in the second floor courtroom of the 

Union City City Hall, located at 3715 Palisade 

Avenue, Union City, New Jersey.  Residents who 

wish to submit public comments in writing rather 

than in person may direct them to the acting board 

secretary, which is me, Kennedy Ng, at 

kng@ucnj.com at least two hours prior to the 

meeting.  The comments/questions must include in 

the individual's name and address which will be 

read into the record.  Let's salute the flag.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.) 

MR. NG:  Opening statement, adequate 

notice of this meeting has been provided as 

follows:  Notice of this meeting setting forth the 

time, the date, location and the agenda to the 

extent known was forwarded to The Jersey Journal, 

The Record, The Hudson Reporter, and has been 
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posted on the bulletin board in city hall and has 

been made available to the public in the office of 

the municipal clerk.  

At this time, I'm going to pass the 

meeting to our counselor. 

ROLL CALL:

MR. SIMONE:  We'll start with roll call.  

Chairman Fernandez. 

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Here. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Here. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Here. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Here.  

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Sebastiani, 

absent.  And Commissioner Lopez.  

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Here.

SWEARING IN OF COMMISSIONER:

  

MR. SIMONE:  To begin, slight amendment, 

we're going to swear in Commissioner Festa. 
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COMMISSIONER FESTA:  I, Commissioner 

Festa, do solemnly swear or affirm that I will 

support the constitution of the United States and 

the constitution of the State of New Jersey.  That 

I will bear truth faith and allegiance to the same 

and to the governments established in the United 

States and in this state under the authority of 

the people.  And that I will faithfully, 

impartially, and justly perform all of the duties 

of the office according to the best of my 

abilities, so help me God. 

MR. NG:  Congratulations. 

1.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF 

MARCH 11, 2025:

  

MR. SIMONE:  Second item on the agenda 

is approval of the minutes from the meeting of 

March 11, 2025.  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Make a motion. 

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Second.  

MR. SIMONE:  Chairman Fernandez.  

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes. 
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MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.

MR. SIMONE:  Okay.  First item is 

approved.  

2.  APPROVAL AND RATIFICATION OF PRIOR PAYMENT OF 

CLAIMS:  

  

MR. SIMONE:  Second on the agenda is 

approval and ratification of prior payment of 

claims.  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  I make a motion. 

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Second. 

MR. SIMONE:  Excellent.  Chairman 

Fernandez. 

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.
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COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.

3.  APPROVAL FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND 

PREPARATION OF CHECKS:

  

MR. SIMONE:  Excellent.  Next is 

approval for the payment of bills and preparation 

of checks.  

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  I make a motion.  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Second. 

MR. SIMONE:  Chairman Fernandez.  

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes.

4.  APPROVAL OF AWARDING A CONTRACT TO DONOHUE 

GIRONDA DORIA TOMKINS, LLC, CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
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ACCOUNTS AND REGISTERED MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTS, FOR 

AUDITING SERVICES FOR THE UNION CITY REDEVELOPMENT 

AGENCY FOR THE PERIOD FROM JANUARY 1, 2024, 

THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2024:

  

MR. SIMONE:  Okay.  Next is approval of 

awarding a contract to Donohue Gironda Doria 

Tomokins, LLC certified public accountants and 

registered municipal accountants for auditing 

services for the Union City Redevelopment Agency 

for the period from January 1, 2024, through 

December 31, 2024.  

MR. NG:  This is the same company that 

we've been using and they have the experience.  I 

have reviewed all the documents with Connie, 

upstairs, and I believe it's good to have them 

back.  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  I make a motion. 

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Second. 

MR. SIMONE:  Chairman Fernandez.  

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes. 
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MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes. 

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION:

MR. SIMONE:  Excellent.  Next up is the 

public comment portion.  Seeing as nobody is 

present, we'll move on to the final item which is 

any other business which may come before the 

board.

6.  AND SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE 

BOARD:

  

MR. NG:  I would like to ask the 

Commissioners to let me do a minute of silence for 

the tragedy that happened in the Dominican 

Republic, which more than 300 people have died 

last week, as result of the club that collapsed 

and still they're looking for more.  People all 

over the world have been very sad, if we can have 

a minute of silence.
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(Whereupon, a moment of silence was 

observed.) 

MR. NG:  Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Commissioner?  For 

the record, may I also add a moment of silence for 

the victims of the family from Spain who lost 

their lives in the Hudson River.

(Whereupon, a moment of silence was 

observed.)

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Thank you. 

MR. NG:  Thank you.

ADJOURNMENT:

MR. SIMONE:  Seeing as there is no 

further business, do we have a motion to close 

today's meeting?  

COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Motion. 

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Second.  

MR. SIMONE:  Chairman Fernandez.

CHAIRMAN FERNANDEZ:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Festa.
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COMMISSIONER FESTA:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Bonito.

COMMISSIONER BONITO:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Vallejo.

COMMISSIONER VALLEJO:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Commissioner Lopez.

COMMISSIONER LOPEZ:  Yes. 

MR. SIMONE:  Thank you everybody.  One 

last thing before everybody goes, I have and sent 

an email to Ms. Berkenwald, Yuhan Hang's attorney 

requesting they try to be available for the next 

meeting.  I will update Kennedy as soon as I know 

if they'll be present. 

(Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned 

4:38 PM.)



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

12

C E R T I F I C A T E 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a 

true and accurate transcript of the testimony and 

proceedings as taken stenographically by me at the 

time, place, and on the date hereinbefore set 

forth.

____________________________

SUSAN BISCHOFF, CCR, RPR
LICENSE NO. 30XI00233700


